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Tmis BRITISH STANDARD, having been approved by the
Electrical Industry Standards Committee, was published
under the authority of the Executive Board on 25 October,
1971,

©British Standards Institution, 1971.

First published, November, 1958.
First revision, October, 1971.

SBN: 580 06975 3

The Institution desires to call attention to the fact that this
British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary
provisions of a contract.

In order to keep abreast of progress in the industries
concerned, British Standards are subject to periodical review.
Suggestions for improvements will be recorded and in due
course brought to the notice of the committees charged with
the revision of the standards to which they refer.

A complete list of British Standards, numbering over 9,000,
fully indexed and with a note of the contents of each, will be
found in the BSI Catalogue which may be purchased from
BSI Sales Department, The Catalogue may be consulted in
many public libraries and similar institutions.

This standard makes reference to the following British
Standard:

BS 5304, Code of practice for safeguarding of machinery.

British Standards are revised, when necessary, by the issue
cither of amendment slips or of revised editions. It is important
that users of British Standards should ascertain that they are in
possession of the latest amendments or editions.

The following BSI references rélate to the work on this standard:
Committee reference ELE[79 Draft for comment 68/13734
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CO-OPERATING ORGANIZATIONS

The Electrical Industry Standards Committee under
whose supervision this British Standard was prepared
consists of representatives from the following Govern-
ment departments and scientific and industrial
organizations: -
Aviation Division
Associated Offices’ Technical Committee
Association of Consulting Engineers
Association of Mining Electrical and Mechanical Engineers
Association of Supervisory and Executive Engineers
*British Electrical and Allied Manufacturers’ Association
British Railways Board
*British Radio Equipment Manufacturers’ Association
Crown Agents for Oversea Governments and Administrations
Department of the Environment
Department of Trade and Industry
*Department of Employment '
*Electric Cable Makers’ Confederation
* Electrical Contractors’ Association (Incorporated)
Electrical Contractors’ Association of Scotland
*Electrical Research Association .
*Electricity Council, the Central Electricity Generating Board
and the Area Boards in England and Wales .
Electronic Engineering Association
Engineering Equipment Users’ Association
*Institution of Electrical Engineers ,
*Lighting Industry Federation Limited
Ministry of Defence
Ministry of Defence, Army Departiment
Ministry of Defence, Navy Department
Municipal Passenger Transport Association (Incorporated)
National Inspection Council for Electrical Installation
Contracting
National Physical Laboratory
Oil Companies Materials Association
Post Office
Public Road Transport Association
South of Scotland Electricity Board

The Government department and scientific and
industrial organizations marked with an asterisk in
the above list, together with the following, were
directly represented on the committee entrusted with
the preparation of this British Standard;

Association of Manufacturers of Domestic Electrical
Appliances

Home Office

Portable Electric Tool Manufacturers’ Association

Radio and Eléctronic Component Manufacturers’ Federation
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BRITISH STANDARD SPECIFICATION FOR

STANDARD TEST FINGERS AND PROBES

FOR CHECKING PROTECTION AGAINST ELECT RICAL,
MECHANICAL AND THERMAL HAZARD

FOREWORD

When BS 3042 was first published in 1958, it gave details and dimensions of
only one standard test finger, which was that specified by the International
Commission on Rules for the approval of Electrical Equipment (CEE) for
testing for protection against electric shock.

When BS 3042 was amended in 1966, a new finger for testing for protection
against electric shock was specified as Test finger A. The test finger originally
specified was retained, becoming Test finger B, and used for the assessment of
hazard due to moving parts. Test fingers C and D were also added at this stage.

Probing devices, serving purposes similar to those of test fingers, but not
having the same characteristic shape, have been specified in other British
Standards. These probes are included in this standard for the first time.

The opportunity has been taken to include three further items of test
equipment, namely a test chain, a test hook and a test ball which, although not
strictly probing devices, are used for the same purpose, namely the checking
of protection against a hazard.

In order to avoid confusion with previous issue of this standard, all test
fingers, pins and probes are allocated a number (Roman) in place of the
previous letter suflix.

Thus for test fingers:

Test finger A becomes Test finger I

Test finger B becomes Test finger I

Test finger C is withdrawn

Test finger D becomes Test finger IIL.

A new Test finger 1V is included. :

This standard should be regarded as a catalogue, introduced in the
interests of rationalization, which specifies the constructional details and
intended methods of use of preferred types of probing devices including test
fingers. The selected probing device and details of the method of its use with
a particular type of equipment should be given in the relevant standard for the
equipment. _

Attention is drawn to the fact that openings in the enclosures of household
and similar electrical equipment which give access to live parts (or, in the case
of Class Il equipment, to parts separated from live parts only by functional
insulation), are permissible only when necessary for the use and working of
the equipment.
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