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Foreword

BS 3130 : Part 1 has been prepared under the direction of
the Packaging and Freight Containers Standards Policy
Committee and is a revision of BS 3130 : Part 1 : 1973
which is withdrawn.

Additional terms have been incorporated and special
attention has been paid to achieving conformity, where
possible, with other British Standard glossaries and with
definitions used by the Ministry of Defence and NATO.
In each section of the glossary the terms are arranged so
that related subjects are grouped together. The sequence
of the terms depends, therefore, on their meanings and is
not alphabetical; an alphabetical index is provided.

Each term has a five digit number consisting of a Part
number (one digit), a section number (one digit) followed
by a space, with the remaining three digits indicating the
position of the term within the section.

NOTE. The title of the publication referred to in this standard is
given on the inside back cover.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations.
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Section 11 General

11 001

11 002

11 003

11 004

11 005

11 006

11 007

11008

11 009

11010

11011

11012

11013

11014

11015

Term

packaging

packing

pre-packing

identification

marking

package
pack
packet

closure

sealing

suspension packing

float packing

cushioning material

drum

reel

lamination

laminate

* Attention is drawn to the fact that the word ‘packet’ has a different meaning in the field of postal services.
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Definition

The operations involved in the preparation of goods for distribution,
transport, storage, delivery and sale to the final user. The term includes
preservation, packing, marking and unitization.

The operation of packaging by which the product is enveloped in wrapping
and/or enclosed in containers or otherwise secured.

The operation of packing articles or commodities in wrappers or containers
ready for sale.

The application of appropriate markings to ensure that the identity of an
article or commodity is clearly indicated after preservation and each stage
of packing.

In packaging, application of numbers, letters, labels, tags, symbols or
colours, for identification and handling instruction during shipping,
handling and storage.

The product of a complete series of packaging operations or a unit
consisting of a number of such products*.

The means of keeping a package closed.

A method of providing additional security to a wrapping or container with
the object of retaining the contents and protecting them against factors
causing deterioration or loss.

A method of packing where, by the attachment of springs of metal or

rubber, an article is suspended in a container, or an inner container in an
outer.

The method of packing which employs an inner and outer container with
suitable cushioning material between the two to absorb mechanical shock.

Material applied to mitigate shock or to protect surfaces from abrasion or
to position an article in a container.

(1) An essentially straight sided, normally cylindrical, rigid container of
metal, plywood, fibreboard or plastics.

(2) A flanged cylinder, normally constructed from cut timbers, assembled
with nuts, bolts and nails on which cable or wire is wound to facilitate
handling and distribution.

NOTE. Drums of less than 380 mm diameter are usually called reefs.

A device that has a flat circular disc at each end joined by a shaft or spindle
on which a product such as wire, thread or film is wound to facilitate
handling and distribution.

The process of combining the complete surfaces of two or more materials
of the same or different nature, and which are in sheet or ree/ form.

The product of lamination.
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11016

11 017

11018

11019

11 020

11 021

11022

11023

11024

11025

11 026

11 027

11 028

Term

ply

barrier

over-wrap

thickness
gauge deprecated

pallet

box pallet

stillage

slip board
slip sheet

shelf life
package life

water resistant
water vapour resistant

moisture content

relative humidity
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Definition

(1) One component of a laminate.
(2) Any one of the layers forming the walls of a bag or sack.

(3) One of the layers in the formation of paperboard produced during the
forming process.

A material that provides a physical obstacle to the passage of solids, liquids
or gases.

A complete wrapping over one or more packs.

A dimension other than length and breadth.

NOTE. Gauge is an expression of thickness of certain materials based on the

imperial inch.

Thickness of materials should be stated in appropriate S| units. Where there is still use
of the term ‘gauge’ the basis from which gauge numbers are derived should be given.

A load board comprising a flat upper deck with a lower deck designed to
permit movement by materials handling equipment e.g. fork trucks.
Used to carry a single item or a number of combined items as a unit load
for handling, distribution and storage.

A pallet with or without a lid, having a superstructure of at least three
fixed removable or collapsible sides, solid, slatted or mesh, which permit
stacking.

A load board comprising a single deck supported on bearers or legs, with an
uninterrupted space between the bearers or legs for the entry of a stillage
truck.

If required, the deck may be fitted with a superstructure.

NOTE. There is a close similarity between stillages and certain types of pallets.
Stillages, however, are not normally intended for stacking. Whilst a pallet truck might
be suitable for moving a sti/lage, a stillage truck cannot enter a pallet with centre
bearers or a bottom deck.

(1) A flat rigid board, on which a load is placed, fitted with a tongue to
permit it to be pulled with the load onto the forks of specially equipped
fork lift trucks. It may be used with a pallet or independently depending
on the particular distribution system.

(2) A flat rigid board laid upon a palletized load to assist even distribution
of the weight of a similar load placed upon it.

The length of time during which a package and its contents do not
deteriorate beyond acceptable limits under expected conditions of
storage and display.

Offering resistance to the passage or absorption of liquid water.
Offering resistance to the passage of water vapour.

The mass of moisture held by a material.

NOTE. The moisture content may be expressed as a percentage either of the
moisture free mass or of the mass at the commencement of the test. The method of
expression should be stated.

The ratio of the actual pressure of the water vapour in the atmosphere to
the saturation water vapour pressure at the same temperature, expressed
as a percentage.
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No. Term Definition

11 029 equilibrium humidity Relative humidity of an atmosphere at a given temperature at which
absorption will not occur in a moisture sensitive material of a given
moisture content,

11 030 equilibrium relative humidity ~ The relative humidity produced by a product when in an enclosed space
at a steady temperature i.e. the relative humidity in equilibrium with a
product at a given temperature.

11 031 water vapour The rate at which water vapour passes through a physical barrier. In the UK
transmission rate (WVTR) it is normally expressed in grams per square metre (g/m?) per 24 h under
specified conditions of temperature and relative humidity.

11 032 vapour pressure The pressure exerted by the vapour of a volatile liquid or solid at a given
temperature.
11033 saturated vapour pressure The pressure exerted at a given temperature by the vapour of a liquid in

the presence of that liquid.

11034 acceptance sampling Sampling inspection in which decisions are made to accept or reject the
product.
11 035 testing Procedure for assessing qualitatively or quantitatively the properties of a

material or product.
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