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ii  BSI 1996

BS 3173 : 1996

Foreword

This British Standard has been prepared by Technical Committee CCM/37, and
supersedes BS 3173 : 1971 which is withdrawn.

This revision of BS 3173 : 1971 additionally includes the following:

(a) requirements for wire are now specified in terms of BS 4637 Specification for
carbon steel wire for coiled springs (bedding and seating);

(b) requirements relating to the number of springs for a given size of spring unit;

(c) requirements for pocketed springs hitherto excluded from the scope of this
standard.

Conformity of a spring unit to this standard is an aid for manufacturers towards
meeting the requirements of the finished product standards for mattresses, but is not a
prerequisite for conformity of a mattress to the appropriate standard.

Relevant finished product standards include:

BS 1877 Domestic bedding Part 10 : 1981 Specification for mattresses and bumpers for
children's cots, perambulators and similar domestic articles

BS 7397 : 1991 Methods of test for mattresses, bed bases and bed sets

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity
from legal obligations.
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