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BS 3248 : 1986

Foreword

This revision of BS 3248 has been prepared under the
direction of the Furniture and Household Equipment
Standards Committee. It supersedes BS 3248 : 1960 which
is withdrawn.

This revision provides more objective requirements, related
to current designs and manufacturing methods, than the
previous edition and is now completely metric.

The purpose of a sparkguard is to reduce the probability
of sparks from exposed burning fuel igniting nearby
combustible material. A sparkguard would normally be
used when a room is unoccupied with the fire alight and
should not be expected to protect people from falling into
the fire, for which purpose a fireguard complying with

BS 6539 is necessary. A sparkguard complying with the
requirements of this standard may be fitted within a
fireguard complying with BS 6539 to provide all round
protection.

A sparkguard should be selected to cover the fireplace
opening, and those of the minimum dimensions specified in
this standard are considered suitable for fireplace openings
of up to 470 mm in width; for a wider opening a corres-
pondingly larger sparkguard is necessary.

Attention is drawn to the Children and Young Persons

Act 1933 (23 Geo. 5) (Ch 12) Section 11 and the Children
and Young Persons (Amendment) Act 1952 (15 + 16

Geo. 6 + 1 Eliz. 2 Ch 50) Section 8. The provisions of these
Acts cover the exposure of children under twelve to the risk
of burning by an unguarded fire-grate or heating appliance.
A sparkguard is not considered a suitable guard for the
purpose of these Acts.

NOTE. For Scotland, the Children and Young Persons (Scotiand)
Act 1937 declares the age to be under seven.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations.
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