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Foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the direction of the Piping
Systems Components Standards Policy Committee and supersedes
BS 3381:1973, which is withdrawn.

This revision takes into account related international work being carried out by
Subcommittee 10, Metallic flanges and their joints, of Technical Committee 5,
Ferrous metal pipes and metallic fittings, of the International Organization for
Standardization (ISO). On this basis the terminology in this standard is in
accordance with that given in ISO standards.

The essential differences between this edition and BS 3381:1973 are as follows:

a) the format of the standard has been changed to provide a basic specification
together with a series of options in 4.1, which the purchaser may select when
ordering;

b) inner rings are now mandatory for gaskets having Class
designations 900, 1 500 and 2 500 and gaskets of all Class designations
containing polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE) filler material,

¢) application notes have been omitted.

The dimensions of spiral wound gaskets for tongue and groove flanges and spigot
and recess flanges to BS 1560-3.1 are not included in this standard. However,
such gaskets may be available for these types of flanges and the purchaser is
advised to consult the manufacturer as to their availability.

Gaskets made to this British Standard may contain asbestos. The manufacture
of all asbestos based products is covered by the requirements of the Control of
Asbestos at Work Regulations 1987, introduced on 1 March 1988. These set out
comprehensive provisions covering work activities involving exposure to,
asbestos. Advice on how to comply with these regulations can be obtained from
the manufacturers of the material, from the Asbestos Information Centre,

St. Andrew’s House, 22-28 High Street, Epsom, Surrey KT19 8AH, from the local
area office of the Health and Safety Executive or from the Environmental Health
Department of the Local Authority.

Particular note has to be taken of the Asbestos Products (Safety)

Regulations 1985, made under the Consumer Safety Act 1978 and of the Asbestos
(Prohibitions) Regulation 1985 made under the Health and Safety at Work etc.
Act 1974, which prohibit the supply of products containing amosite or crocidolite
and set out requirements for the labelling of all products containing asbestos.
All the above legislation implements European Directives.

A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages 1 and 11,
pages 1 to 6, an inside back cover and a back cover.

This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on
the inside front cover.

D Parallel regulations for Northern Ireland came into force on 6 March 1986.
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