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National foreword

This revision of this British Standard has been prepared The comma has been used as a decimal marker. In British
under the direction of the Paper Standards Committee and Standards it is current practice to use a full point on the
is identical with ISO 186-1985 ‘Paper and board — Sampling baseline as a decimal marker.

to determine average quality’ published by the International
Organization for Standardization (1SO). It supersedes

BS 3430 : 1980, which is withdrawn.

This edition amplifies the definitions of lot and sample,

given in 3.1 and 3.3 respectively, and incorporates, in 5.2.2,  Cross-reference
a recommendation on the cutting of windows in lots

Wherever the words ‘International Standard’ appear
referring to this British Standard, they should be read as
‘British Standard’.

e : . International standard Corresponding British Standard
consisting of less than five units. ISO 4046-1978 BS 3203 : 1979 Glossary of paper,
. . . . board, pulp and related terms

Terminology and conventions. The text of the international (Identical)

standard has been approved as suitable for publication as a
British Standard without deviation. Some terminology and
certain conventions are not identical with those used in
British Standards; attention is drawn especially to the
following.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations.
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British Standard Method for

Sampling to determine the average quality

of paper and board

1 Scope and field of application

This International Standard specifies a method of obtaining a
representative sample of a lot of paper or board for testing to
determine whether or not its average quality complies with set
specifications (solid and corrugated fibreboard are included —
see 1SO 4046).

For some tests, special methods of sampling may be
necessary; these will be given in the International Standard for
the appropriate method of test.

NOTE — If less than 50 % of the lot is available for sampling, then
sampling will be invalid in the absence of agreement to the contrary.

This method is unsuitable for determining the variability within
a lot.

2 Reference

ISO 4046, Paper, board, pulp and related terms — Vocabulary.

3 Definitions

For the purpose of this International Standard, the following
definitions apply.

3.1 lot: The aggregate of paper or board of a single kind of
specified characteristics produced under conditions that are
presumed uniform, and available for sampling at one time.

A lot comprises one or more nominally identical units. The unit
may be in the form of a reel, a bale, a bundle, a parcel, the con-
tents of a packing case, a pallet load, etc. Where the material to
be tested has already been incorporated into a manufactured
article (for example a packing case), the lot is the aggregate of
such articles of a single kind, of specified characteristics. (See
the figure.)

3.2 specimen: An area of paper or board cut to given
dimensions, from the sheets (or manufactured articles) taken
from the selected units. (See the figure.)

3.3 sample: The aggregate of all the specimens taken from
the lot to provide information on the average quality of the lot
and possibly serve as a basis for a decision on the Iot. (See the
figure.)
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3.4 test piece: The quantity of paper or board on which the
determination is carried out in accordance with the stipulations
of the method of test.

It may be taken from a specimen; in some instances the test
piece may be the specimen itself, or several specimens. (See
the figure.)
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3.5 selected at random: Taken in such a way that each part
of the whole has an equal chance of being selected.

4 Principle

Withdrawal of sheets from production units selected from a lot
of paper or board. Further subdivision and combination of
these sheets to provide the test pieces required for various
tests.
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