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FOREWORD

This Part of this British Standard complements BS 3481, 'Flat lifting slings' :
Part 2, 'Flat woven slings made of man-made fibre for general service'. The slings
specified in this Part of the standard are purpose designed for use only where the
nature of the load and all the conditions on the proposed transportation route are
known, They will be placed in position on the load by the manufacturer or supplier
of the goods to be lifted, and will remain in position during the whole period of
handling the goods. Once this handling is completed, the slings will be removed
and destroyed, thus preventing their further use,

Slings of this type have conditions of service which notably differ from those
of general purpose slings as disposable slings are specifically designed for known
duties, Since the slings are only to be used for one series of handling operations,
they are not likely to be affected by abrasion and fatigue to the same extent as
general purpose slings, For these reasons it is felt that the factor of safety may
be reduced to 5:1, This value agrees with international and shipping practice.

Disposable slings may consist merely of a flat belt, but slings designed for
special purposes are often of composite construction, consisting of a number of flat
belts fabricated into a pattern, Such types of sling are recognized by this Part
of the standard, It is principally concerned with performance and therefore it has
not been felt necessary to restrict the sling material, as it is felt that the test
requirements will ensure that only suitable material is chosen,

Certification., Attention is drawn to the certification facilities described on the
inside back cover of this standard. Documents
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BRITISH STANDARD SPECIFICATION FOR
FLAT LIFTING SLINGS
PART 3. DISPOSABLE FLAT LIFTING SLINGS

1. SCOPE

This Part of this standard relates to disposable flat lifting slings which shall only
be used for a single certified load. The slings may consist of a single belt or of

a number of belts fabricated into a pattern. The slings may be of endless form or

they may have soft eyes and metal fittings. Test requirements for the material and
the made-up sling are listed together with an outline of the method of test, where
applicable. Certain critical dimensions are specified, together with the requirements
for inspection and marking,

Recommendations relating to the use of slings are given in appendix B,

2. REFERENCES

The titles of the British Standards referred to in this standard are listed on the
inside back cover.

3. DEFINITIONS
For the purposes of this standard the following definitions apply.

3.1 working load limit. The maximum mass which the slings should lift in service,

3.2 safe working load. The maximum mass which the slings should lift in a particular
stated service. It will never be greater than the working load limit but it may be
less.,

NOTE. 1In the case of these slings which are specially designed, the safe working
load would be expected to be equal to the working load limit,

3.3 breaking strength. The maximum force which the sling or the joined sling material
withstands during a test to destruction,

3.4 clover leaf sling. A sling formed in the manner shown below and lifted by the
means of four loops.
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