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Foreword o

This Section of BS 3631 was prepared under the direction
of the Health Care Standards Policy Committee. It partially
supersedes BS 3531 : Part 5 : 1982 and gives requirements
for holes and slots in bone plates. The réquirements in this
Section of BS 3531 are technically identical with those
previously given in BS 3631 : Part 6 : 1982, which also
contained requirements for particular types of bone
.screws and for taps, drills and screwdrivers.

The revision of BS 3531 : Part b offered the opportunity

to facilitate the implementation of published and forth-

coming international standards, and to separate, in differ-

ent Parts of BS 3531, requirements for bone plates from

those for bone screws and auxiliary equipment. Accordingly

therefore, requirements for bone plates are specified in

BS 3531 : Part 23, to be published in a number of Sections,

whilst requirements for screws and auxiliary equipment

are retained in BS 3531 : Part B, also to be published in .
Sections. BS 3631 : Part 6 : 1982 is withdrawn,

The holes and slots specified in this Section of BS 3531
are suitable for use with the bone screws of 4 mm,

3.6 mm and 3 mm nominal sizes specified in BS 3631 :
Section 5.4.

it is strongly recommended that the products specified in
this Section of BS 3531 should be manufactured according
to the recommendations given in the ‘Guide to Good
Manufacturing Practice for Orthopaedic Implants’.*

Product certification. Users of this British Standard are
advised to consider the desirability of third party certifica-
tion of product conformity with this British Standard
based on testing and continued surveillance, which may

be coupled with assessment of a supplier's quality systems
against the appropriate Part of BS 5750. )
Enquiries as to the availability of third party certification
schemes will be forwarded by BS| to the Association of
Certification Bodies. If a third party certification scheme
does not already exist, users should consider approaching ' .
an appropriate body from the list of Association members.
Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations.
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