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Cooperating organizations

The Clothing Standards Committee, under whose direction this 
British Standard was prepared, consists of representatives from the following:

British Apparel Manufacturers’ Association Ltd.*
British Footwear Manufacturers’ Federation
British Man-made Fibres Federation
British Multiple Retailers’ Association*
British Railways Board
British Textile Employers’ Association
Clothing and Footwear Institute*
Clothing Manufacturers’ Federation of Great Britain*
Consumer Standards Advisory Committee of BSI*
Consumers’ Association*
Department of Industry (Chemicals and Textiles)*
Drapers’ Chamber of Trade*
Industrial Safety (Protective Equipment) Manufacturers’ Association
Institute of Purchasing and Supply
Instock Footwear Suppliers’ Association
Knitting Industries Federation Ltd.*
Mail Order Traders’ Association of Great Britain*
Manchester Chamber of Commerce*
Ministry of Defence*
Multiple Shoe Retailers’ Association
National Children’s Wear Association*
National Shoe Retailers’ Council
Shoe and Allied Trades Research Association
Textile and Clothing Contractors’ Association*
Textile Research Council*

The organizations marked with an asterisk in the above list, together with the 
following, were directly represented on the Technical Committee entrusted 
with the preparation of this British Standard:

Association of Retail Distributors
Co-operative Union
Overall Manufacturers’ Association of Great Britain
Shirt, Collar and Tie Manufacturers’ Federation
Textile Distributors’ Association
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Foreword

This revision of this British Standard has been prepared under the direction of 
the Clothing Standards Committee. It supersedes the 1974 edition which is now 
withdrawn. The information in this standard is taken from two international 
standards ISO 3637:1977 and ISO 4416:1981, published by the International 
Organization for Standardization (ISO) and developed by ISO/TC 133, Sizing 
systems and designations for clothes. The information on girls’ wear given in 
these two international standards is contained in BS 3728.
This is the third edition of this British Standard. The first edition, published 
in 1963, introduced a scheme for designating the size of women’s outerwear. The 
second metric edition was published in 1974. The size coding scheme established 
was so successful that it was agreed to incorporate this into this third edition, and 
it is recommended that this national size code is used in conjunction with the 
control body measurements agreed within ISO/TC 133.
A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, 
pages 1 to 6, an inside back cover and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on the 
inside front cover.
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