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BS 3795 : 1990

Foreword

This revision of BS 3795 has been prepared under the
direction of the Furniture and Household Equipment
Standards Policy Committee. |t supersedes BS 3795 : 1964
which is withdrawn.

The previous edition of BS 3795 specified the require-
ments for continuous control testing during large volume
match production and consequently was not considered
suitable for the evaluation of the safety of relatively small
quantities of matches in isolation. This revision gives
requirements for matches in the form of a product specifi-
cation against which the safety and performance of
matches in quantities available to the general public may
be judged.

The ignition performance of matches may be seriously
impaired under damp conditions and tests attempting to
simulate the effects of high humidity have been examined
but these have been found to provide inconsistent and
therefore unreliable results. No requirements for such
testing are therefore included in the standard and the
manufacturer’'s recommendations with respect to storage
conditions for matches should be observed to avoid
problems associated with igniting damp matches.

The requirements of this revised standard apply to all types
of matches including safety matches, strike-anywhere
matches and matches intended for special purposes such as
windproof and water-resistant matches. The term ‘safety
match’ is historical but now refers to the ability of the
match to be ignited on a specific surface; once ignited

such matches are no more or less safe than other matches
of similar construction.

Because of known possibilities for abuse of the product,
matches should always be manufactured from non-toxic
and hygienically pure materials.

Product certification. Users of this British Standard are
advised to consider the desirability of third party certifi-
cation of product conformity with this British Standard
based on testing and continuing surveillance, which may
be coupled with assessment of a supplier’s quality systems
against the appropriate Part of BS 5750.

Enquiries as to the availability of third party certification
schemes will be forwarded by BSI to the Association of
Certification Bodies. If a third party certification scheme
does not already exist, users should consider approaching
an appropriate body from the list of Association members.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations.
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Amendment No. 1
published and effective from 31 July 1990
to BS 3795 : 1990

—

Specification for matches

Correction
AMD 6584 Page 7
July 1990 Delete page 7 and substitute the new page 7 attached.
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BS 3795 : 1990

25 holes (5x5)
at 20 mm centres

Figure 2. Perforated metal plate

Appendix E. Method of test for impact
resistance

E.1 Drop the full container of matches onto a smooth level
concrete surface from a height of 1 m * 50 mm such that

it impacts squarely upon that side or end of the container
adjacent to the match heads.

E.2 Repeat E.1 twice.

E.3 Record any ignition of the contents or the release of
any separated individual matches.

Full document details: BS 3795:1990

Appendix F. Drop tests on transit and
intermediate packs

F.1 Introduction

The following tests, whilst not forming part of the require-
ments of this standard, should be carried out by a
manufacturer to ensure that the pack integrity is adequate
for safe handling during transit and warehousing. The tests
should be carried out not less than once a year and when-
ever there is a significant change in product specification,
such as a change in board thickness of the match container,
change in the number of matches in the container, change
in splint dimensions, change in head size, change of head
formulation, change in pack configuration or change in
packaging material.

Two series of drop tests should be carried out. The first
requires packs to be dropped from a height of 1.6 m on to
a concrete floor to determine the resistance of a pack to
firing. The second requires packs to be dropped from a
height of 4.5 m on to a concrete floor to measure the
ability of a pack to contain and extinguish a fire.

Packs should be conditioned to 20 + 5°C and 60 + 10 %
r.h. prior to drop testing.
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