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Cooperating organizations

The Fibres, Yarns and Fabrics Standards Committee, under whose direction 
this British Standard was prepared, consists of representatives from the 
following Government departments and scientific and industrial 
organizations:

Association of Jute Spinners and Manufacturers
British Man-made Fibres Federation*
British Nonwoven Manufacturers’ Association
British Railways Board*
British Textile Employers’ Association
Central Council of the Irish Linen Industry
Consumer Standards Advisory Committee of BSI*
Department of Industry (Chemicals and Textiles)
Institute of Purchasing and Supply
International Wool Secretariat*
Knitting Industries Federation Ltd.
Manchester Chamber of Commerce and Industry
Ministry of Defence*
Narrow Fabrics Federation
Retail Trading-Standards Association Incorporated
Textile Institute
Warp Knitters’ Association Ltd.*

The organizations marked with an asterisk in the above list, together with the 
following, were directly represented on the committee entrusted with the 
preparation of this British Standard:

British Multiple Retailers’ Association
Central Fire Brigade Advisory Council
Clothing Manufacturers’ Federation of Great Britain
Department of Health and Social Security
Greater Manchester Council Fire Service
Home Office
Joint Committee of the Four Secondary Associations
Liverpool Central Purchasing and Supplies Department
Local Authorities Management Services and Computer Committee
Mail Order Traders’ Association of Great Britain
Menswear Association of Britain Ltd.
National Association of Head Teachers
National Children’s Wear Association
National Union of Teachers
Textile and Clothing Contractors’ Association
Textile Research Council
Wool Textile Delegation

Amendments issued since publication

Amd. No. Date of issue Comments

5561 August 1987 Indicated by a sideline in the margin
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Foreword

This first revision of BS 3838 has been prepared under the direction of the Fibres, 
Yarns and Fabrics Standards Committee. It is based on the first edition of 
BS 3838, published in 1964, and on the Hard Wearing Blazer Cloth Scheme 
developed by the Retail Trading-Standards Association Incorporated. This 
revision is applicable both to wool and wool blends and to man-made fibres and 
blends. The first edition of BS 3838 covered blazer fabrics for school use; in the 
present edition it has been decided not to specify the end use of the fabrics but to 
allow the standard to be applied to other blazer fabrics if required.
Additional performance criteria have been introduced. The extension of the 
standard to permit the use of man-made fibres in blazer fabrics has necessitated 
the inclusion of test procedures for dimensional stability and for colour fastness 
to washing. Procedures for colour fastness to dry cleaning and perspiration and 
for resistance to pilling have also been included.
Two sets of requirements have been specified, one for extra hard wearing blazer 
fabrics and one for standard hard wearing blazer fabrics. For black and navy 
fabrics it is sometimes possible to obtain higher levels of performance for certain 
properties, such as tensile strength, colour fastness and abrasion resistance, than 
it is for fabrics of other colours. It should be indicated on the blazer whether the 
garment has been manufactured from fabric which complies with the 
requirements for the extra hard wearing blazer fabric or for the standard hard 
wearing blazer fabric.
A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations. In particular, attention is drawn to Statutory 
Instrument 1986 No. 26, the Textile Products (Indications of Fibre 
Content) Regulations 1986.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, 
pages 1 to 6, an inside back cover and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on the 
inside front cover.
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