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Foreword

This revision of this British Standard has been prepared
under the direction of the Furniture and Household
Equipment Standards Committee. It supersedes

BS 3881 : 1965 which is withdrawn,

The previous edition of this standard specified requirements
for carry cots and carry cot stands, but carry cots are now

being used increasingly in conjunction with a transporter
to form a perambulator, The scope of this revision has
therefore been extended to take account of this, The
standard does not cover any special safety requirements
for the use of carry cots in motor vehicles.

Some transporters and carry cots are sold together as a
complete assembly, whilst in other cases the two items
are purchased separately and one transporter may be
suitable for use with a range of carry cots. This standard
specifies requirements for transporters in both of these
categories.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations.
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Specification

1 Scope

This British Standard specifies safety requirements for

carry cots which may be used as a self-contained item or

in conjunction with a carry cot stand for conversion to a
form of cradle or with a transporter to form a perambulator,
This standard does not specify requirements for such cots
as Moses baskets or other products having a non-rigid base
within which a child may be rested or carried,

NOTE. The titles of the publications referred to in this standard
are listed on the inside back cover.

2 Definitions

For the purposes of this British Standard the following
definitions apply.

2.1 carry cot. A device within which a baby or young
child can be rested and transported by carrying the
appliance from place to place by hand. Additionally it may
be used on a carry cot stand, or if fitted with safety harness
attachments and cot retaining straps or other means of
attachment, it may also be used with a transporter. A carry
cot can also be provided with a weather hood and apron.

2.2 carry cot stand. A static structure designed to
accommodate and support a carry cot.

2.3 transporter. A wheeled chassis with an extended
handle or handles for pushing and steering, designed to
accommodate and transport a carry cot.

3 Materials

3.1 General
Materials shall comply with 3.2 to 3.5.

3.2 Plastics

Plastics on all parts of the carry cot, transporter or carry
cot stand, whether exposed or accessible to a child, shall
not contain any soluble antimony, arsenic, barium,
cadmium, chromium, lead or mercury or any soluble
compound of any of those elements, such that the
proportion {(by mass) of the element calculated as such
exceeds the following amounts.

Antimony 250 mg/kg
Arsenic 100 mg/kg
Barium 500 ma/kg
Cadmium 100 ma/kg
Chromium 100 mg/kg
Lead 260 mg/kg
Mercury 100 mg/kg

NOTE. The term ‘soluble’ in relation to an element or compound
means capable of being dissolved by the method described in
appendix A.

3.3 Coatings and finishes
Any coating of paint, varnish, lacquer, printing ink or
similar substance on any parts of the carry cot, transporter
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or carry cot stand, whether exposed or accessible to a child,
shall not contain any soluble antimony, arsenic, barium,
cadmium, chromium, lead or mercury, or any soluble
compound of any of those elements, so that the proportion
{by mass) of the element calculated as such exceeds the
following amounts.

Antimony 250 mg/kg
Arsenic 100 mg/kg
Barium 500 mg/kg
Cadmium 100 ma/kg
Chromium 100 mg/kg
Lead 250 mg/kg
Mercury 100 ma/kg

NOTE. The term ‘soluble’ in relation to an element or compound
means capable of being dissolved by the method described in
appendix B,

3.4 Ali materials

Where different parts of a carry cot, transporter or carry
cot stand are coated with different materials, if it is possible
to obtain at least 10 mg of that coating from a single carry
cot, transporter or carry cot stand the coating of each part
shall comply with 3.2 and 3.3.

3.5 Linings
Where the linings of carry cots are of plastics or of plastics
coated material they shall be not less than 0.27 mm thick.

4 General construction

4.1 Carry cots, transporters and carry cot stands shall not
contain any open-ended tubes, nor shall there be
projections, holes, loose washers, speed fixings, nuts or
crevices in which a child’s finger(s) or flesh could be
trapped when the catry cot, transporter or carry cot stand ~
is assembled for use,

4.2 Carry cots, transporters and carry cot stands shall not
contain either of the following exposed or accessible to a
child:
(a) any edges or points sharp enough to inflict a wound
or abrasion; or

(b) any burrs.

4.3 Any permanent fixture that can be gripped by a child’s
fingers or teeth shall be attached to the carry cot,
transporter or carry cot stand in such a manner that it
cannot be removed or broken by applying a force of 90 N
in any direction to the fixture. Any part of the carry cot,
transporter or carry cot stand that is essential for its safe
operation shall be attached in such a manner that it cannot
be displaced or broken when a force of 90 N is applied in
any direction to that part.

4.4 Any detachable component shall be attached to the
carry cot, transporter or carry cot stand in such a manner
that the means of attachment shall be either:

(a) inaccessible to the child whilst in the carry cot; or

{b) incapable of being operated by the child.
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5 Performance and dimensions

5.1 Order of testing

Tests shall be carried out in the order in which they are
specified in this clause.

5.2 Carry cots for use as self-contained items

5.2.1 If unplasticized fabric is used for lining a carry cot

it shall be so tensioned as not to present an undue ingestion
hazard to the child. When tested in accordance with

BS 1006, section EQ4, unplasticized lining shall give a
numerical rating for change of colour of not less than 4

and for staining of not less than 3. When tested in
accordance with BS 1006, section X12, unplasticized fabric
tining shall give a numerical rating for staining of not less
than 3-4 for both wet and dry rubbing.

5.2.2 If the carry cot has handles the handles shall be so
placed that with a 15 kg dummy, as specified in appendix C,
laid horizontally in the carry cot with the centre of gravity
in line with the anchorage points and movement of the
dummy limited to a maximum of 50 mm in any direction
by the use of straps or cords linking the safety harness
attachment points to the dummy, it shall be possible for
two persons, one on each side and using only one hand
and one handle, to carry the cot in a level and steady
manner. The handles of a carry cot shall show no signs of
damage when tested in accordance with appendix D.

5.2.3 There shail be no permanent distortion or signs of
distress in any part of the carry cot when the handles are
tested in accordance with appendix E.

5.2.4 Carry cots that can be folded for storage purposes
by the removal or movement of loose components shall be
so designed that when assembled for use the loose com-
ponents are fully secured and cannot be accidentally
dislodged.

5.2.5 When a carry cot is tested in accordance with
appendix F the base of the carry cot shall support the
carry cot throughout the test.

5.3 Carry cots designed for use with a range of transporters

5.3.1 Except in the case of carry cots designed for
attachment to mating transporters, the overall external
size shall be within the range 760 * 25 mm long by

340 + 25 mm wide when measured 30 mm above the base
of the carry cot and the depth of the carry cot above the
base intended to support the mattress shall be at least
190 mm.

5.3.2 The total mass (excluding bedding and safety harness
but including hood and apron) shall not exceed 9 kg.

5.3.3 Adjustable retaining straps shail be provided at each
end to secure the carry cot to a transporter. When dis-
connected no part of any such strap shall hang below the
base of the carry cot by more than 175 mm when the
carry cot is held horizontally.

5.3.4 When tested in accordance with appendix G the

adjustable retaining straps shall not become disconnected, o

slip or show signs of damage during or after the test.
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5.3.5 Provision shall be made on the base of the carry cot
for the attachment of a child’s safety harness complying
with BS 3785™. The attachment points, one on each side of
the carry cot, shall be located within 245 mm from the
hood end of the carry cot to midway along the carry cot,
The attachment points shall show no signs of damage when
tested in accordance with appendix H.

5.4 Transporters ~

5.4.1 A transporter shall be designed to accommodate and
support all sizes of carry cot specified in 5.3.1. Transporters
designed to be fitted with a range of carry cots by means of
adjustable straps shall be provided with structural members
to which the adjustable retaining straps may be secured such
that attachment and removal of the carry cot may only be
made by opening and closing the buckle, or other
connecting device, of the retaining straps. Sideways
restraint shall be provided such that any sideways
movement of the test carry cot as specified in appendix J
cannot exceed 70 mm.

5.4.2 When tested in accordance with appendix K the
transporter shall not be permanently distorted or show
signs of structural failure,

5.4.3 When fitted with any carry cot complying with this
standard and with the mass of the carry cot made up to

9 kg by the addition of bags of dry sand equally distributed
over the base of the carry cot, the assembled unit shall
comply with BS 4139,

5.4.4 When fitted with the rigid box specified in

appendix L and tested in accordance with that appendix
it shall not be possible to move the rigid box into such a
position in the transporter that it becomes unsupported.

5.5 Carry cot and transporter assemblies

5.6.1 When a carry cot is fitted to a transporter in
accordance with the manufacturer's instructions, the
assembled unit shall comply with BS 4139.

5.5.2 Carry cots solely designed to be attached to a mating
transporter shall comply with BS 4139 when assembled,
and when tested in accordance with appendix G the
adjustable retaining straps shall not become disconnected,
slip or show signs of damage during or after the test.

5.6 Carry cot stands

5.6.1 A carry cot stand shall be so designed that when a

carry cot as specified in 5.3.1 is in position on the stand:
{a) the carry cot is effectively retained in position on
the stand by a guard-rail or rigid stops locating the carry
cot at a point not less than 76 mm above the underside
of the bottom of the carry cot; and

{b) the underside of the bottom of the carry cot is not
more than 432 mm above floor level.

6.6.2 A carry cot stand shali not break or suffer permanent
distortion when tested in accordance with appendix M.
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