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Pressure sensitive adhesive closing and sealing
tapes for packaging
Part 2. Specification for aluminium foil, paper,

plasticized PVC, polyester, polyethylene, woven
cloth and filament reinforced tapes

Bandes et rubans adhésifs de fermeture et de scellement
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polyéthyléne, tissu et filaments — Spécifications
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Foreword “

This British Standard has been prepared in conjunction
with the Adhesive Tape Manufacturers’ Association under
the direction of the Packaging and Freight Containers
Standards Committee.

This Part of BS 3887 supplements BS 3887 : Part 1 by
providing specification details of additional packaging tapes.
Classification of the different types of tape and recom-
mended storage conditions are given in appendices.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations.
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1 Scope

This Part of BS 3887 specifies requirements for pressure
sensitive adhesive tapes based on aluminium foil, paper,
plasticized PVC, polyester, polyethylene, woven cloth and
filament reinforced materials used for closing and sealing
inner and outer containers normally used in packages.
This standard does not specify the colour of the tapes.
Appendix A gives information on classification of tapes.
Methods for the determination of tensile strength and
adhesion are described in appendices B and C. Information
on storage is given in appendix D.

NOTE. The titles of the publications referred to in this standard are
listed on the inside back cover.

2 Definitions

For the purposes of this Part of BS 3887 the following
definitions apply.

2.1 conformability, The subjective assessment of the
suitability of a pressure sensitive adhesive tape for sealing
curved or irregular shaped packages.

2.2 waterproof. Tapes that are resistant to water and
suitable for use in wet and/or humid conditions.

3 Dimensions

NOTE 1. Preferred tape widths are 6,9, 12, 15, 19, 22, 25, 30, 38
and 60 mm,

NOTE 2. Preferred tape lengths are 10, 16, 20, 25, 33, 50 and 66 m,
or multiples of 560 m or 66 m.

3.1 Core diameter

The nominal internal diameters of the cores on which the
tape is wound shall be either 26 mm or 76.5 mm.

3.2 Tolerance on width

The tolerance on widths shall be = 1.0 mm for widths up to
and including 19 mm and = 1.6 mm for widths greater than
19 mm.
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4 Properties

4.1 Tensile strength

When tested in accordance with appendix B, the minimum
tensile strength of the tape shall be as given in table 1.

4.2 Elongation

When tested in accordance with appendix B, the minimum
elongation at break shall be as given in table 1.

NOTE. The assessment of conformability is also given in table 1.

4.3 Adhesion

When tested in accordance with appendix C, the minimum
adhesion to steel shaill be as given in table 1.

5 Freedom from defects

When the tape is unrolled there shall be no tearing of the
base material.

NOTE 1. Each roll should be reasonably free from telescoping,
gapping or other forms of distortion. When unrolled the tape should
show negligible transference of the adhesive to the backing of the
underlying turn, and no fraying of the thread if appropriate.

NOTE 2. Care should be taken not to unwind tapes rapidly at
temperatures below 10 °C,

6 Packing

The individual rolls of tape shall be bulk packed in such a
manner that:

(a) they are protected from dust and light;

{b) they can be easily separated; _

(c) they are reasonably protected from damage during .
normal transit conditions;

(d) the cut edges of the rolls are horizontal.
NOTE. Appendix D gives information on storage.
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