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Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity from legal obligations.

Foreword

This second revision of this British Standard has been
prepared, under the direction of the Ropes, Cordage and
Netting Standards Committee, to cover changes in the
manufacture and use of safety nets and in particular the
trend towards the use of lighter more easily erected nets
placed closer to the working level.

This British Standard was first published in 1965 and
revised in 1973. This standard supersedes BS 3913 : 1973
which is therefore now withdrawn.

The object of this standard is to make available an
authoritative specification that will enable users to purchase
safety nets in the assurance that they will obtain material

of adequate quality and performance and to assist
manufacturers by obviating variations in requirements with
a view to increasing productivity and providing a better
service for users.

This standard gives requirements for two types of safety
nets, one suitable for use at duty heights up to 6 m and one
for a maximum duty height of 1 m.

The present standard, in setting only two levels of maximum
duty height for safety nets, simplifies the requirements for
safety nets and brings the maximum duty height down from
12 m to a level that is considered to be safer and more
practical and one that reduces the danger of bounce after
impact.

This standard is concerned particularly with the performance
and testing of safety nets. Guidance on the erection, use and
limitations of safety nets and references to various relevant
regulations are given in CP 93,

Certification. Attention is drawn to the certification
facilities described on the inside back cover of this standard.
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AMD 4651

Amendment No. 1
published and effective from 31 August 1984
to BS 3913 : 1982

Specification for industrial safety nets

Revised text

AMD 4651 Contents
August 1984 Delete the existing entry for appendix A and substitute ‘A. Methods of test’.

AMD 4651 Foreword

August 1984 Insert the following paragraph between existing paragraphs 5 and 6.

‘In this revision a new requirement has been introduced for
the maximum deflection upon impact at the centre of a
safety net.

AMD 4651 Clause 6.4

August 1984 Delete the existing clause and substitute the following.

‘6.4 The maximum deflection at the centre of the net, when
subjected to impact and measured (see note) as described in
appendix A, shall not be greater than two-thirds of the
length of the shortest side. For example, for a net of the
minimum nominal size of 4 m x 3 m the maximum
deflection shall not be greater than 2 m.

NOTE. The method described in appendix A has been specified for
its simplicity and reasonable accuracy but more sophisticated
methods of measurement could be used.’

AMD 4651 Appendix A
August 1984 Delete the existing title and substitute ‘Methods of test’.

AMD 4651 New ciause A.3.3

August 1984 insert the following new clause after A.3.2.

‘A.3.3 Apparatus for measurement of deflection, consisting
of a series of horizontal strings arranged one below the
other at vertical intervals of 150 mm, spanning the distance
between opposite sides of the supporting framework and
passing beneath the point of impact at the centre of the net.
One end of each string is tied securely to the framework
while the other end of each string is lightly clamped to the
opposite side of the framework.’
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