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British Standard Specification for

Rigid phenolic foam (PF) for thermal insulation
In the form of slabs and profiled sections

Mousse phénolique rigide (PF) en plaques et profilés pour isolation thermique — Spécifications

Platten und Profile aus Phenolhartschaum (PF) fiir die Warmeisolierung
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BS 3927 : 1986

Foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the direction
of the Plastics Standards Committee and is a revision of the
1965 edition, which is withdrawn.

This standard is designed to meet essentially non-load-
bearing applications in which there is no requirement for
greater load-bearing capacity, or resistance to operational
abuse, etc.

NOTE. Higher density materials are available from some manufac-
turers if the specification calls for a higher load-bearing capacity.
The scope has been extended to include profiled sections
cut from blocks and used for insulating pipes and vessels.

Materials covered are now divided into three types, which
principally differ in thermal conductivity, water vapour
permeability and apparent water absorption.

In this revision the density requirement has also been
deleted and a test for apparent water absorption added.

Additional fire test and smoke requirements have been
included and the mechanical test methods aligned with

BS 4370.

Although the standard is intended primarily for use in
quality assurance, notes have nevertheless been included for
guidance in the design of insulation systems for buildings,
vessels and pipes and also on burning properties. The latter
guidance and the presentation of fire test data are in
accordance with the principles recommended in BS 6336.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations.
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