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Foreword

This Part of this British Standard is a revision of
BS 3936 : Part 1 : 1965 which is therefore now withdrawn.

Part 1 of BS 3936 was originally published at the request
of the Horticultural Trades Association (HTA) and the
National Farmers’ Union (NFU). This revision has been
prepared following proposals made by a Sub-Committee,
set up by the Joint HTA/NFU Nursery Stock Committee,

which included a representative of the Forestry Commission.

Many technical changes have been incorporated in this
revision; notably the list of normal retail sizes and forms
has been revised and incorporated as part of the mandatory
requirements for the plants listed. In addition the
dimensions have been metricated.
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{t is hoped that this standard will reduce any
misunderstandings that can arise when nursery stock is
bought and sold. The standard is not intended to be a

- precise botanical specification.

This Part of this standard specifies requirements for what
are often described as ‘ornamental’ or ‘amenity’ trees and
shrubs. The dimensional requirements have been based on
the growth characteristics of UK-grown plants.

Plants grown elsewhere may have different characteristics
and therefore,for the protection of buyers, this standard
requires the supplier to state whether or not the plants
offered for sale are UK-grown.
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BrItISh Standard
Nursery stock

“ Part 1. Specification for trees andr shrubs

1. Scope

This Part of BS 3936 specnfles requnrements for trees and

shrubs, including woody ¢limbing plants and conifers, that
are suitable to be transplanted and grown for amenity.

It does not apply to advanced nursery stock (see BS 5236)
or semi- mature trees (see BS 4043).

2. References '

The titles of the standards pub[lcatlons referred to in thrs

standard are. listed on the lnsrde back cover..

3. Defmltlons

For the purposes of this Brltlsh Standard ‘the definitions -
given in BS 3975 and especially those in Part 4 of that
standard apply together with the followmg

3.1 tree. Woody perennial with a distinct stem.
NOTE.-Figure 1 gives outline diagrams of examples of forms of
trees.

3.2 shrub. Woody perennlal usually smaller than a tree,
with several or many perSIStent stems arising from or near -
ground level. :

3.3 conifer. Tree or shrub of the orders Conlferales or
~ Ginkgoales.

3.4 UK-grown. Grown in the United: Klngdom elther for -
mare than half of one growing season,-or until a substantial
proportion of the plant has grown in the United Kingdom.

4, Comphance

All plants shall comply with the requrrements in clauses 5

6, 7, 8, 9 and 10. In additon trees shall comply with the

requirements in clause 11, shrubs with the requirements in
- clause 12 and conifers with the requirements in clause 13.

5. Origin

5.1 Trees and shrubs shall be true to name. The suppller
shall declare whether or not the plants offered for sale are
UK-grown. If plants which are normally propagated
vegetatively have been grown from seed the supplier shall
state this fact.

5.2 If plants have been budded or grafted the suppher
shall state the name or deslgnatlon of the rootstock, if
requested by a prospective buyer.

The supplier shall state if trees other than weepmg trees
have been high-worked.

6. Root system

6.1. The root system shall be well-balanced in relation to

- -the plant and shall be conducive to successful
- transplantatlon s

6.2 For trees and shrubs other than conifers, the species
listed in appendix A shall be supplied in one or mofe of the

" following forms of root system: bare.root, root-balled or
 container-grown (pot grown}. Appendix A indicates the
-species which shall-be supplied root-balled or container-

grown.. S
All conifers listed in appendlx B shall be supplled

“root-balled or container-grown except those indicated by

the symbol ‘0’ in-column 2 of appendix B, which may
also be supplied bare root. Conifers not listed.in

" appendix B shall be supplied root-balled or contalner-

grown,unless -otherwise stated by the supplier when
the plants are offered for sale. - .

6.3 -Root balls shall be supported wrth hessran or other

] sultable material.

7. Condition ] ,
Trees and shrubs shall be apparently free from any obvious

-pest or disease and shall be materially undamaged. -
 Roots shall not have been subjected, between 1ifting and

delivery, to adverse conditions such ‘as waterlogging or
prolonged exposure to drying winds or to frost.

The root ball of the compost in the contalner shall be free
from perennlal weeds.

8 Dlmensmns '
8.1 Trees and shrubs shall be of the size specrfled in

rltables 1,2 and appendlces A and B.

~ 8.2 The spemesand cultivars listed in appendices A and B.
shall be of at least the height or spread, as appropriate, as

detailed in columns 2 and 3 of appendix A and column 2 of
appendix B.

8.3 These reqmrements shall-also appIy'to specres and
cultivars of similar growth habits to those Ilsted |n
appendlces A and B

9. Packagmg S :
E Packag]ng shall be adequate to protect the plants and

prevent their heating or drying out.
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10, Labelling

10.1T Each plant, or each bundle of a single species or
cultivar, shall be legibly labelled with its name.

10.2 Each consignment shall be accompanied by the
following particulars, so as to provide easy and adequate
identification at the point of acceptance of delivery:

(a) name(s) of the plants;

(b) name of the supplier (except in cases where the
plants are sold expressly for resale); -

{c) the number of this British Standard, .i,e. BS 3936 :
Part 1*

10.3 The supplier shall state, either on the labels (see 10.1)
or with the information provided as specified in 10.2,
whether or not the plants are UK-grown.

11. Trees, other than conifers

11.1 Standards. All standards shall be supplied in one or
more of the following forms of root system; bare root,
root-balled or container-grown (pot-grown). Column 2 of.
appendix A indicates the species which shall be supplied
root-balled or container-grown. All standards shall have
been previously transplanted at least once during their life.

All standards shall have reasonably straight stems.
Bottom-worked trees may have no more than a slight bend
at the union. Temporary feathering shall have been removed
flush with the stem. s

The head shall be well developed for its type and evenly
balanced, with no main branch crossing the crown.
Standards shall have a central leader, but the species
marked ‘BHS’ in column 1 of appendix A may alternatively
be supplied with a branched head.

Standards, excluding half standards and short standards,
shall be designated by the size of stem circumference,
measured 1 m from the ground level. For ail standards other
than weeping standards the overall height shall be stated
when the plants are offered for sale. For all weeping
standards the clear stem height shall be stated.

The designation and dimensions of all standards shall be as
detailed in table 1.

11,2 Feathered tree

11.2.1 A feathered tree shall have been previously
transplanted at least once in its life. It shall have a defined,
reasonably straight, upright central leader and a stem
furnished with evenly spread and balanced lateral shoots
down to near ground level, according to its species.

11.2.2 Feathered trees shall be designated according to
thelr overall height and shall be supplied with an overall
height in one of the ranges detailed in table 2.

Trees over 3 m shall be specified in addition by the stem
circumference measured at a point 1 m from ground level
(see table 2),

NOTE. The description feathered standard’ is considered to be a
conftradiction in terms and its use is deprecated.

*Marking BS 3936 on or i relation to a product is a claim by the manufacturer that the product has been manufactured in accordance
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11.3 Whip. A whip shall have been previously transplanted
at least dnce in its life, shall not necessarily be staked, and
shall be without significant feather growth and without
head.

Whips shall be designated according to their overall height
and shall be supplied with an overall height in one of the
ranges detailed in table 2.

11.4 Bush tree. A bush tree shall have a well developed,
balanced, branching head from which crossing branches
have been removed,

The dimensions of bush trees shall be as detailed in table 2,

11.5 Transplant. A transplant shall have been transplanted
or undercut at least once. The age and height shall be
stated and the height shall be as detailed in table 2.

The number of transplants or undercuts shall also be stated
if this has occurred more than once.

11.6 Seedling. Seedlings shall have been grown from seed
and have remained undisturbed since sowing. Their age, in
years, shall be specified when the plants are offered for sale.

12. Shrubs, other than conifers

12.1 General. The height of shrubs shall be stated on the
request of a prospective buyer. The height shall be measured
from soil level but shall exclude the height of root bail or
container.

12.2 Open ground grown shrubs. Shrubs grown in open
ground shall have been transplanted to produce fibrous

roots and the branches shall have been cut back or trimmed,
as necessary for the species, so as to produce bushiness {(see
appendix A). If offered for sale for hedging, the shrubs shall -
be graded for evenness of size.

12.3 Root-balled shrubs. Shrubs other than conifers shall -
be supplied with bare roots, with the exception of those
indicated in column 2 of appendix A or those specifically
stated to be supplied root-balled or container-grown.

12.4 Container-grown shrubs (including pot-grown shrubs).
Container-grown shrubs shall, at whatever time of year they
are sold, have been established in the container long enough o
for substantial new root growth to have been produced T ‘
within the container. The shrubs shall have been cut back

or trimmed (according to species) and grown with sufficient

space to have encouraged bushiness.

The volume of liguid, in litres, that the container will hold

when full shall be stated at the request of a prospective

customer. The size of the container shall be in reasonable

proportion to the size and mass of the plant.

Climbers shall be adequately staked and tied.

NOTE. See appendix A regarding which species are to be
container-grown.

12.5 Containerized shrubs. Shrubs which are sold in
containers, but which have not made substantial new root
growth within the container shall be sold only during the
season when deciduous plants are dormant.

i

with the requirements of the standard. The accuracy of such a claim is therefore the manufacturer’s sole responsibility. Enquiries as to the

availability of third party certification to support such claims should be addressed to the Director, British Standards Institution, Maylands
Avenue, Hemel Hempstead, Herts HP2 4SQ in the case of certification marks admiaistered by BSI or to the appropriate authorit

certification marks,
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