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BS 3975 : Part 5 : 1969

Tuis BRITISH STANDARD, having been approved by the
Committee for Landscape Work, was published under the
authority of the Executive Board on 28th February, 1969.

SBN: 580 00494 5

The Institution desires to call attention to the fact that this
British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary
provisions of a contract.

In order to keep abreast of progress in the industries
concerned, British Standards are subject to periodical review.
Suggestions for improvements will be recorded and in due
course brought to the notice of the committees charged with
the revision of the standards to which they refer.

A complete list of British Standards, numbering over 5000,
fully indexed and with a note of the contents of each, will
be found in the British Standards Yearbook, price 15s. The
BS Yearbook may be consulted in many public libraries and
similar institutions,

This standard makes reference to the fellowing British
Standards:
BS 565. Glossary of terms relating to timber and wood-
work.
BS 3975. Glossary for landscape work.
Part 4. Plant description.
Part 6*. Site operations.
Part 7*. Equipment.
BS 4043. Recommendations for transplanting semi-mature
trees.

British Standards are revised, when necessary, by the issue either
of amendment slips or of revised editions. It is important that
users of British Standards should ascertain that they are in
possession of the latest amendments or editions.

* In course of preparation.

The following BSI references relate to the work on this standard:
Committee references M/79 and M/79/1
Drafts for comment 66/11753, 67/3830 and 67/18769
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CO-OPERATING ORGANIZATIONS

The committees responsible for the preparation of this
British Standard consist of representatives from the
following Government departments and scientific,
professional and industrial organizations:
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Horticultural Trades Association

Institute of Landscape Architects

Institute of Park and Recreation Administration Incorporated
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Individual experts
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BRITISH STANDARD

GLOSSARY FOR LANDSCAPE WORK

Part 5. Horticultural, arboricultural
and forestry practice

FOREWORD

This British Standard is published under the authority of the Executive Board
of the British Standards Institution. It has been prepared at the request of the
Institute of Landscape Architects.

The purpose of the glossary is to provide working definitions for terms
commonly used in landscape work. Local terms and definitions have only been
included where they are thought to have general applications. It will be
appreciated that such work overlaps botany, ecology, horticulture, plant
physiology, agriculture, forestry, building and other disciplines. It is hoped that
the glogsary will be suitable also for practical use by specialists, although many
of the meanings given will not coincide with the strict scientific definitions. The
definitions are not necessarily those which are recognized in statutory or legal
usage.

The definitions in this glossary are intended to cover the terms used in the
British Standards which are being prepared for landscape materials, landscape
operations and nursery stock.

Part 4: Plant description was the subject of the first part of the glossary to
be prepared and was published in January 1966 as BS 3975, ° Glossary for land-
scape work ’, Part 4, ‘ Plant description °.

The scope, arrangement and headings provisionally agreed for the other
parts of the glossary are:

Existing landscape. Landscape and landscape types; factors and site con-
ditions; existing vegetation; site elements; site analysis.

Landscape work; organization. Surveying; communication of ideas; contract
procedure; supervision,

Landscape design. Composition; location and layout; spaces; surface
elements; dividing and enclosing elements; communicating elements; design
forms and details; structures,

Site operations. Earthworks; drainage; construction (hard); surfacing;
cultivation; planting.

Equipment, including tools. For investigation; for general purposes; for
major earthmoving; for construction, surfacing and drainage; for cultivation;
for maintenance.
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Materials (other than plants). Basic materials; constructional materials;
soil; manures; fertilizers and chemicals; sundries.

The terms are arranged in a subject sequence; an alphabetical index is
provided at the end. It will be appreciated that some of the terms in this section
of the glossary will also appear in other sections with other meanings. In due
course a cumulative alphabetical index will be provided, covering all the parts
of the glossary.

Where two or more terms have the same meaning, one is preferred and is
printed in heavy type; the others are printed in small capital letters. Where a
term or a meaning has been in common use but often misapplied, it has been
included in the glossary, but marked ‘ deprecated ’.

Abbreviations: (a.) adjective; (n.) noun; (v.) verb; (v.i.) verb intransitive;
(v.t.) verb transitive.

51001

51002

51003
51004

51005

51006

51007
51008

51009
51010

51011

51012

51013

51014
51015
51016

51017
51018

BS 3975 : Part 5 :

PART 5. HORTICULTURAL, ARBORICULTURAL and

Term
germination
CHITTING

emergence

pre-gmergence
post-emergence
bud (v.i.)
BREAK

BUD BURST
(definition 2 only)

bud-off

tiller

shoot (v.)
SPROUT

heart

head-up
HEART-UP

defoliating (v.i.)
shed .

bud-drop

June-drop
set (v.)
fruit

peeling
ripening

FORESTRY PRACTICE

SECTION 51. NURSERY PRACTICE

Definition
The first indication of sprouting by a seed embryo.

Appearance above ground of a germinating seedling or
the first new shoot of an herbaceous plant.
The period immediately before emergence.

The period in the life of a plant immediately following
emergence.

1. Of plants, to form new rudimentary growth points.
2. Of buds, to break into active growth.

To form buds around and developing away from some
rosette-type plants; usually of weeds in turf.

To form new shoots on a grass or similar type of plant.

To grow out from a bud.

To develop a close, compact centre formed of young leaves.

To develop a compact group or mass of growth.

Shedding leaves usually due to extremes in climatic or
-other environmental conditions.

To lose or drop leaves, buds, branches or bark naturally,
due to seasonal, environmental, or other factors.

The loss of buds due to unfavourable environmental
conditions.

The loss of young fruits in early summer by natural means.
To form viable seed.

The development of the ovary usually after flowering,
generally to carry the seed.

The natural shedding of bark.

Approaching the final seasonal development of shoots,
fruit, or seed.
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No.
51019

51020

51021

51022
51023
51024

51025

51026
51027
51028

51029

51030

51031

51032
51033

51034

51035

51036

51037

Term

doubling (v.i.)

spawn

bolt

abort (v.i.)
mutate

revert

guttation

bleeding
flag

wilt

wither

marking out

broadcast (v.)

space sOwW

station sow

drill (n.)

drill (v.)

plunge (v.)

heel-in
LAY-IN

Definition

Of flowers, the modification of stamens and/or carpels to
petaloid form, giving the appearance of the flower having
more petals than normal.

To produce young cormlets at the base of a fully grown
COrm.

To produce a flower stem prior to the normal time of
harvesting; usually of vegetables.

Of plants, to fail to bring any part to normal completion.
To produce new characteristics through genetic change.

To change back to a form having less desirable charac-
teristics, usually the result of a mutation. (Wrongly used
in the case of self-sown seedlings not showing characteristics
of the parent.)

The loss of water or an oily substance from the edges of
leaves in the form of small drops.

Loss of sap from a cut or wound.
To become flaccid—the first visible sign of a lack of water.

Partial collapse of form due to loss of water, when sfems
and leaves are unable to remain turgid.

a. temporary—when the plant will recover if watered;

b. permanent—when the plant will not recover if watered.

To reach a stage, following permanent wilting, at which
the plant or its parts begin to shrivel.

The indication of position to be occupied by plants, in
readiness for sowing or planting.

To scatier seed or other materials evenly over the whole
of an area,

To sow, in groups or individually, at regular intervals.

To sow seeds, in greups or individually, at certain fixed
positions where it is desired that the plants be established.

A small furrow made in the socil to receive seeds, seedlings
or fertilizer.

To sow seed and apply fertilizer in drills, as distinct from
broadcasting.

To embed in a plunge bed any plant still in its pot or
container.

To lay the lower parts of plants or shoots temporarily in,
and covered with, soil or other medium to prevent drying-
out.
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No.
51038

51039

51040

51041

51042

51043
51044

51045

51046

51047
51048
51049

51050

51051
51052

51053

51054

Term

dibble-in

bed-in

line-out

puddle (v.)

puddle in (v.)

transplant (v.)

thinning

singling

chopping-out
GAPPING, deprecated

cull (v.)
cull (n.)

prune

stop (v.)

pinch out
head-back

disbud

under-cutting

Definition

To plant with a stick, pointed tool or dibble®,

To plant by a method in which the soil of a bed is removed E
to an appropriate depth; seeds, bulbs or other plants are =
placed in position and the soil returned over them. o

To plant young plants in rows in an open nursery, eithcrc

ub

51019-

st
i
o

In

Document Shar

for further growth or for budding or grafting.

Tq dip or soak roots before planting in a mixture of clay,
soil and water (or soil, cowdung and water) as an aid to
survival of plants after transplanting in dry weather.

To apply water to a planting hole to form a muddy pool
before planting.

To lift and replant.

The removal of some plants to ensure more growing space
for the remainder of the crop.

il Thg thinning of seedlings to stand as single plants at the
desired spacing, usually as a sequel to chopping-out.

2. In forestry, the selection of a single vigorous shoot and
the removal of the remainder.

The h_.oeing out of unwanted plants from crops, leaving the
remainder with space to develop.

To maintain a quality standard by removing inferior plants.
A poor quality plant removed in culling.

To cut away parts of a plant for one or more of the follow-
ing purposes:

to control shape and size;

to remove dead or diseased wood;

to improve flowering or fruiting;

to induce vigorous growth.

To remove a growing point; usually to stimulate the
growth of lateral shoots.

To remove a soft growing point by finger and thumb.

1. To shorten substantially the stem or leading branches
of a tree or shrub.

2. Tlo cut a budded rootstock back after union has taken
place.

To remove unwanted buds, in order to control the develop-
ment of the remaining flower buds or shoots.

"_I'he operation of severing downward growing plant roots
in situ, to control root development; often by machine.

* See BS 3975, ¢ Glossary for landscape work ’, Part 6, * Site operations * (in course of preparation).
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No.
51055

51056

51057

51058

51059

51060

51061

51062

51063

51064

51065

51066

51067

51068

51069

Term
root pruning

slacking
WRENCHING

lifting

irrigation

root-ball watering

underground watering

band application

propagation
sexual propagation

asexual propagation

vegetative propagation

pollination

self-pollination

emasculation

compatibility

51070 self-compatibility

* BS 3975, * Glossary for landscape work ’, Part 4, * Plant description’.
»

Definition

Cutting away parts of the root system, to reduce vigour
to improve flowering or fruiting, or to stimulate fibrous
root growth within a compact ball.

A manual operation of root severance by slightly lifting the
plant in situ.

1. The digging-up of plants with care.
2. The loosening effect on cuttings and shallow-rgotecl
plants which results from severe freezing of the soil.

The controlled distribution of water through a system;
may be qualified by a term to describe the system used,
€.8. GRAVITY ~, MIST~, SUB~, FOG ~, TRICKLE~ , OVER-
HEAD ~ , CAPILLARY~.

The watering of plants recently transplanted with just
sufficient water to wet the ball and a little of the surrounding
soil.

A method of supplying water to plants by means of
underground perforated pipes.

Precise application by mechanical means gf fertilizers,
and other materials, to strips of controlled width.

The production of plants.

Propagation by fertilized seeds or spores.

Propagation by vegetative spores or other vegetative parts.
Asexual propagation of plants from portions removed
from an existing plant; for example, by cuttings, layers,
etc.

The transfer of pollen to the receptive parts of the female
flower, by natural or artificial means.

The transference of pollen to the receptive parts of a
female flower, from the same plant or from a plant which
is genetically identical with the plant producing the pollen.
(See also 4418 and 4419*.)

The removal of stamens or male flowers to prevent self-
pollination.

1. In grafting, the ability of rootstock and scion to form a

satisfactory union.
2. In pollination, the ability of two plants to set seed or

fruit when interpollinated.

The ability of a plant to set seed or fruit with its own pollen.
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51071

51072
51073
51074

51075

51076
51077

51078

51079

51080

51081

51082

51083

51084

51085

51086

51087

Term
incompatibility

self-incompatibility
hybridize
stock

mother plant

work (v.)

division
strike (v.)

run (v.i.)

graft (v.)

bud (v.t.)
BUD-GRAFT (v.)

double-work (v.)

multiple-work
composite scion

re-work (v.)

bench grafting

layering

Definition

1. In grafting, the inability of rootstock and scion to form @

a satisfactory union.
2. In pollinaticm, the inability of two plants to set seed or
fruit when interpollinated.

The inability of a plant to set seed with its own pollen.
To interbreed genetically distinct plants.

A particular batch of plants of a variety or cultivar pro-
pagated by or held by a nurseryman or seedsman; often
incorrectly called a strain. (See also 4601, 4602 and 4603*,
For reotstock see 4217 and 4218%.)

T‘he_parent p_lant from which all subsequent stock of a
particular variety, clone, cultivar or strain has been derived.

To graft or bud. (See also 4328*)

A form_ of propagation by splitting clumps of a plant, or by
separating the rhizomes in a clump.

Tq cause root formation by the insertion of cuttings into
soil, or other medium.

1. Of bark, lifting readily, in budding or grafting operations.
2. Of a plant, spreading by means of stolons or rhizomes,
(See also 52117.)

To bring _the cambium of a portion of one plant into
contact with the cambium of another and provide con-
ditions for the cut surfaces to grow together.

To iraft by the insertion of a scion under the bark of a
stock.

To graft or bud twice, introducing an intermediate scion.
Egll:rﬁ;ag&l:. is essential where the upper scion and rootstock are
To graft two or more scions or buds in order to obtain a
well balanced head. (See also 4332.)

A sci_on formed, as in some forms of double-working, by
grafting together two or more scions,

To graft a plant or tree which has already been worked ;
usually to change the variety of an established tree, i.e. to
frame-work or to top-work. (See 4329, 4331 and 4333*)

Graft_ing_done while the rootstock is unplanted (or not
growing in open ground); commonly done at a bench.

A method of vegetative propagation by which growing
shoots or stems, sometimes wounded, are held in or on
soil or compost and kept moist, to induce rooting,

* BS 3975, * Glossary for landscape work *, Part 4, * Plant description .
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No.
51088

51089

51090

51091

51092
51093
51094

51095

51096

51097

51098

51099

51100

51101

51102

Term
stool-layering

serpentine-layering

air-layering

marcotting

tip-layering
take (v.)
take (n.)

tie-in

mist propagation

soil sterilization

stratification

vernalization

warm-water freatment

moist heat

dry heat

Definition

A method of propagation by which a plant is cut to the
ground annually to induce new shoots, the bases of which,
after making some growth, are earthed up to form their
own roots.

Layering a stem at several points along its length, usually
by bending it in and out of the soil.

A form of layering above ground by which a prepared
stem is surrounded with a moisture-holding medium to
induce rooting.

A form of air layering in which a soil-based rooting
medium is used.

Layering by burying the tip of a growing shoot.
Of budding or grafting, to unite successfully.

The degree of success in establishing plants and striking

cuttings or in budding or grafting. Often expressed as a

percentage.

1. To secure a shield bud or grafted scion by binding
with raffia or similar material.

2. To support or train any part of a plant by tying; for
example, new growth from graft or bud; tree branches

during transport.
The rearing of plant material (usually cuttings) in con-

ditions of high humidity, obtained by means of an apparatus
which discharges moisture in the form of very fine droplets.

The treatment of soil with heat, steam or chemicals to
eliminate or reduce pests, diseases, weeds, seeds and

spores.
NOTE. Every effort should be made to avoid destroying the beneficial
microflora, and therefore the process should more correctly be termed
partial soil sterilization,

The storing of seeds (or fruits) in moist sand or similar
inert medium in well aerated, cool conditions to facilitate

germination (formerly always in layers).

Treatment of seed, bulbs or corms to influence the rate of
subsequent development. Flowering may be advanced or
retarded by this method.

The immersion of plant material or seeds in warm water,
for a period and at a controlled temperature, to control
pests or diseases.

An atmospheric condition in which warmth is accom-
panied by high relative humidity.

An atmospheric condition in which warmth is accom-
panied by low relative humidity.
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51103
51104

51105

51106
51107

51108

51109

51110

51111
51112

51113

51114
51115
51116

51117
51118

Term
bottom heat

overheating

soil warming

damping off

sub-irrigation

CAPILLARY WATERING

BOTTOM WATERING
deprecated

bench watering

trickle irrigation

trickle feeding
DRIP FEEDING
DRIP CULTURE

soilless cultivation
hydroponics

weaning

harden (v.i.)

harden off

forcing

pot (v.)

pot-up (v.)
POT-OFF

5108&5}},13
Definition E
et et v oty @
biological sources. ans may be from physical or E
A undesile soonancas empestus i ot he D
matter. teria during the decomposition of vegetable 8

The practice of supplyi . .
ying heat to a growing m
accelerate growth, g g medium to

The c;o]lapse and death of young seedlings resulting from
gggﬁon by pathogens (usually fungi) at soil level or

A method of supp_lying water to plants, from the bottom
levels of the growing medium, by capillary action.

A specific forn} of sub-irrigation by which plants in pots
o§ 0th§r contaullers are supplied with water from a layer
of sand or similar material fed from below b,

pipes or other means. mosie e

A method of supplying water by means of a restricted,
controlled ﬂ_ow to the surface of a growing medium
(usually at discrete points, one to each plant).

Trickle irrigation with water in whi !
] which nutrients
dissolved. TR

The growing of plants in an inert medium.

“Thh? ;ghod of growing plants without soil in water to
‘hich the necessary nutrients are supplied (loosel. i
to all forms of soilless cultivation). ( e

The controlled reduction of mist t i i
: 0 cuttings which haw
rooted under mist propagation. # i

1 . £ g
. To bﬂC{)IIle resistant to un a“OuIablc Condltl()ll

K] f()I
2. 10 become Woﬂd}"

Gracllﬁally tlo accustom to more rigorous conditions seedlings
or other plants which have been growing in a
environment. ak i e

The stimulation of growth in plants or
plant parts out of
the normal season by subjecti i
no: Nection to tem
humidity changes. kit

To transfer any plant from box or bed into a plant pot.

To transfer a seedling, rooted cutti
: A ing or young plant fr
seed box or bed into a plant pot. e 4 i
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