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Tuis BRITISH STANDARD, having been approved by the
Electrical Industry Standards Committee, was published
under the authority of the Executive Board on 28 February,
1969.

SBN : 580 05416 0

The Institution desires to call attention to the fact that this
British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary
provisions of a contract.

In order to keep abreast of progress in the industries
concerned, British Standards are subject to periodical review,
Suggestions for improvements will be recorded and in due
course brought to the notice of the committees charged with
the revision of the standards to which they refer.

A complete list of British Standards, numbering over 5000,
fully indexed and with a note of the contents of each, will
be found in the British Standards Yearbook, price 15s. The
BS Yearbook may be consulted in many public libraries and
similar institutions.

This standard makes reference to the following British
Standards:
BS 1363. 13 A plugs, switched and unswitched socket-
outlets and boxes.
BS 2747. Textile care labelling code.
BS 3456. The testing and approval ofhouseholdelectrical
appliances.
Part 1. General requirements.
Part 2. Particular requirements.

Section 2.4 Electric irons, ironers and pressing machines.

British Standards are revised, when necessary, by the issue
either afamendment slips or of revised editions. It is important
that users of British Standards should ascertain that they are
in possession of the latest amendments or editions.

The following BSI references relate to the work on this standard:

Committee reference ELE;94, ELE/94/5 Draft for comment Documents
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CO-OPERATING ORGANIZATIONS

The Electrical Industry Standards Committee under whose
supervision this British Standard was prepared consists of
representatives from the following Government depart-
ments and scientific and industrial organizations:

Associated Offices’ Technical Committee
Association of Consulting Engineers
Association of Mining Electrical and Mechanical Engineers
Association of Supervising Electrical Engineers
*British Electrical and Allied Manufacturers’ Association
British Radio Equipment Manufacturers’ Association
British Railways Board
Crown Agents for Oversea Governments and Administrations
Department of Employment and Productivity
(H.M. Factory Inspectorate)
Electric Cable Makers’ Confederation
Electric Lamp Industry Council
Electric Light Fittings Association
Electrical Contractors’ Association (Incorporated)
Electrical Contractors’ Association of Scotland
*Electrical Research Association
*Electricity Council, the Central Electricity Generating Board and the
Area Boards in England and Wales
Electronic Engineering Association
Engineering Equipment Users’ Association
Institution of Electrical Engineers
Ministry of Defence
Ministry of Defence, Army Department
Ministry of Defence, Navy Department
Ministry of Power
Ministry of Public Building and Works
Ministry of Technology
Municipal Passenger Transport Association (Incorporated)
National Inspection Council for Electrical Installation Contracting
National Physical Laboratory (Ministry of Technology)
Oil Companies Materials Association
Post Office
Public Transport Association (Incorporated)
South of Scotland Electricity Board

The Government department and scientific and industrial
organizations marked with an asterisk in the above list,
together with the following, were directly represented on
the committee entrusted with the preparation of this
British Standard:

Consumer Council

Consumers’ Association

Electrical Association for Women

Fire Protection Association

Good Housekeeping Institute

Institution of Electrical & Electronics Technician Engineers Ltd.
Women’s Advisory Committee of the BSI
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BRITISH STANDARD METHODS OF
MEASURING THE PERFORMANCE OF household ELECTRICAL
APPLIANCES

PART 7. ELECTRIC IRONS

FOREWORD

The British Standards Institution is preparing standard methods for
measuring the performance of a wide range of consumer goods. Originally
prepared at the request of the Consumer Council, these methods may be
used to provide some of the data required for an informative labelling scheme.

The methods of measurement for household electric appliances will form
parts of BS 3999. Each part will apply to a particular appliance.

In the case of household electrical appliances, the relevant safety require-

& ments are contained in appropriate sections of BS 3456, ‘The testing and
' approval of household electrical appliances’.

This part of BS 3999 prepared under the authority of the Electrical
Industry Standards Committee, deals with the standard methods of
measuring the performance of electric irons.

Annex A gives suggested information required for an informative
labelling scheme for electric irons. Annex B gives use and care instructions,
and refers to BS 2747, ‘Textile care labelling code'.

NOTE. This standard is in metric units. Annex A is mainly in imperial units because the
Teltag label is mainly in those units and will remain so until the change has been made in the

retail trade.

METHODS
1. SCOPE

This part of BS 3999 covers the principal performance characteristics of house-
hold electric irons which are of interest to the user, and it describes the standard
methods of measuring these characteristics. Ironers and similar appliances are
not within the scope of this part of the standard.

The primary characteristic to be taken into account in assessing the
performance of an electric iron is its basic ability to produce a smooth finish

to textile materials, without risk of scorching or other damage.
Documents
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It has not proved possible to devise a single method which will measure
this characteristic in a consistently reproducible way and measurements are
therefore included to check certain factors such as temperature of the sole-
plate at the mid-point, sole-plate temperature distribution, etc., which affect
the characteristic. While an exceptional result in any one of them may signifi-
cantly affect performance, there is considerable latitude in the combination of
results which will give satisfactory ironing performance, and too much
significance should not be attached to minor differences in any one result.

2. DEFINITIONS
For the purposes of this part of the British Standard the following definitions
apply:

(1) Electric iron (referred to as iron). A portable appliance which has an
electrically-heated sole-plate and is used for ironing textile materials.

(2) Thermostatic iron. An iron fitted with a thermostat the setting of which
can be adjusted manually to alter the sole-plate temperature over a range and
maintain it within certain limits.

(3) Iron with self-resetting thermal cut-out. An iron fitted with a self-
resetting thermal cut-out to limit the maximum temperature of the sole-plate.

(4) Iron with non-self-resetting thermal cut-out, An iron fitted with a non-
self-resetting thermal cut-out, such as a fusible link, for the purpose of
disconnecting the heating element if the iron attains excessive temperature.

(5) Dry iron. An iron having neither means to produce and supply steam
nor to spray water on to textile materials while ironing.

(6) Steam iron. An iron having means to produce and supply steam to
textile materials while ironing.

(7) Spray iron. An iron provided with means to spray water on to textile
materials while ironing.

(8) Drip feed steam iron. A steam iron which produces steam by allowing
drops of water to fall on a heated surface within the iron,

(9) Boiler steam iron. A steam iron which produces steam by boiling a
quantity of water in a container.

(10) Sole-plate. The flat surface of the iron, which is heated electrically
and pressed against textile materials while ironing.

(11) Mid-point. The mid-point on the centre-line of the sole-plate.

(12) Stand. A device for supporting an iron when it is not in use. It may
be integral with or attached to the iron, as for example a heel stand, or it
may be a separate item supplied with the iron.

(13) Rated input. The input in watts or kilowatts marked on the rating
plate.

(14) Rated voltage. The voltage marked on the rating plate.
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