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Foreword
Microfiche are often used for the publication of reports, ratios required for the formats specified. Advice about the
technical memoranda and similar documents, and the use production of suitable originals is given in BS 5444,

of comparatively high reduction ratios, which makes
possible the recording of a large number of pages on a single
microfiche, is increasing. This Part of BS 4187 has been
prepared to meet the need for a standard for such
microfiche.

The technical requirements, except for the frame formats,
of this Part of this British Standard are based on 1SO 2707,
which incorporates the technical requirements of BS 4187 :
Parts 1 and 2. Two of the formats, those of 270 and 420
frames, are specified in BS 5644, which deals with computer
Those who use the standard are reminded that the images output microfiche.

will be satisfactory only if the originals they record are of This standard does not apply to computer output
good quality. Originals that are badly produced or contain microfiche (COM).

fine detail may not be suitable for filming at the reduction
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British Standard Specification for
Microfiche

Part 3. Farmats of 208, 270, 325 and 420 frames
(except COM)

1. Scope

This Part of this British Standard specifies the quality and
physical characteristics of transparent A6-size microfiche

with formats of 208, 270, 325 and 420 frames, excluding
computer output microfiche.

2. References

The standards publications referred to in this Part of this
standard are listed on the inside back cover.

3. Definitions

For the purposes of this Part of this British Standard the
following definitions apply.

3.1 frame. A geometric subdivision of a microfiche grid,
designed to contain an image and its margins.

NOTE. See figures 1 to 4.

3.2 generation. A measure of the remoteness of the copy
from the original. The film taken of the original is termed
“first generation’ microfilm {camera microfilm). Copies
made from this ‘first generation’ are termed ‘second
generation’, etc.

3.3 image. That area of film which, after exposure and
processing, contains the representation of a whole unit of
information, such as a page of text or a drawing.

3.4 microfiche. A flat rectangular sheet of photographic
film bearing a number of images, arranged in horizontal
rows and vertical columns, and a heading area.

3.5 reduction ratio. The ratio of the linear measurement
of the image of a document to the linear measurement of
the document itself, expressed as, e.g., 1 :48.

3.6 reference corner. The intersection of the bottom edge
and the left-hand edge of a microfiche, these edges being
known as reference edges.

3.7 reference edges. The bottom edge and left-hand edge
of a microfiche.

3.8 right-reading. Directly readable, as opposed to laterally
reversed. )

3.9 trailer microfiche. A continuation microfiche used when
the total number of images required exceeds the capacity of
a single microfiche.

4. Physical characteristics

4.1 Dimensions. All measurements shall be made from the
reference edges and the reference corner.

4.1.1 Microfiche. The dimensions of the microfiche shall
be:

0 0
105 ~0.25 mm x 148 _gs™Mm

NOTE. The tolerances are manufacturing tolerances for unexposed
film.
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4.1.2 Frame size. The nominal dimensions of each frame
in the microfiche shall be as given in table 1.

Table 1. Frame dimensions

Number of frames Frame dimensions

208 8.75mm x 7.0 mm
270 7.75 mm x 6.25 mm
325 55 mmx 7.0 mm
420 5.0 mm x 6.25 mm

4.1.3 Margins. The bottom and left-hand margins of the
microfiche shall each be 4 mm wide.

4.2 Thickness. The thickness of the film used for the
microfiche shall be not greater than 0.22 mm.

4.3 Corner rounding. The corners of the microfiche may be
rounded, with the exception of those corners that have
been subjected to a corner cut. When corners are rounded,
the process shall remove not more than 3 mm of either of
the two edges forming the corner.

4.4 |dentification of sensitized side. To facilitate
microfiche-to-microfiche copying, a notch or a corner cut
may be used to identify the sensitized layer of the
microfiche. The notch or corner cut shall be in the upper
right-hand corner when a sheet of unexposed film or
microfiche is held with the long sides vertical and the
sensitized side towards the observer.

The notch shall be made in the shorter side of the sheet
near the appropriate corner. The notch may be of any
shape but it shall penetrate not more than 1.6 mm inward
from the edge of the microfiche.

The corner cut shall be made in the appropriate corner of
the heading area only. It shall extend a nominal 6 mm
along the longer side of the microfiche and a nominal

9 mm along the shorter side.

4.5 Heading area backing. The heading area of copies for
distribution may have an opaque or translucent backing.
The backing shall not increase the thickness of the
microfiche by more than 0.01 mm.

4.6 Safety film. The film used shall comply with the
requirements of BS 5550 : Subsection 5.1.1.
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