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National foreword

This British Standard, which has been prepared under the
direction of the Petroleum Standards Committee, was first
published in 1967 in order to provide an agreed basis for
the viscosity classification of lubricants for industrial
(other than automotive) applications. The first revision was
based on, and in substance incorporated, [SO 3448-1975
Industrial liquid lubricants — ISO viscosity classification'.
The latter document was drafted by Technical Committee
28 ‘Petroleum products and liquid lubricants’, of the
International Organization for Standardization (ISO),

very largely on the basis of the 1967 edition of BS 4231 but
with a change in the basic reference temperature from

37.8 °C to 40 °C. Both reference temperatures were
accepted in the previous edition for a three year transition
period up to 15 February 1978; since then, 40 °C has been
the only recognized classification temperature. The present
revision is identical with 1SO 3448-1975 and therefore
contains an obsolete reference to this transition period (see
clause 4).

Terminology and conventions. The text of the international
standard has been approved as suitable for publication as a
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[SO viscosity classification with corresponding
kinematic viscosities at various temperatures for
differing viscosity indices 3
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1SO viscosity classification 2

British Standard without deviation. Some terminology and
certain conventions are not identical with those used in
British Standards; attention is drawn especially to the
following. '

The comma has been used as a decimal marker. In British
Standards it is current practice to use a fuil point on the
baseline as the decimal marker.

Wherever the words ‘International Standard’ appear,
referring to this standard, they should be read as

‘British Standard’.

Cross-reference. 1SO 3014 has not been adopted as a
British Standard, but as the reference to it does not form
part of a requirement, viscosity values for the purpose of
this British Standard may be determined by the method
described in BS 2000 ‘Methods of test for petroleum and its
products’ Part 71 : 1982 ‘Kinematic viscosity of transparent
and opague liquids and calculation of dynamic viscosity’
(identical with IP Method 71/80).

Additional information. |n paragraph 2 of clause 0
‘Introduction’, the reference to BS 4231 is to the 1967
edition.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity from legal obligations.

Documents



http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-4231-1982
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-4231-1982

