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Co-operating organizations

The Mechanical Engineering Industry Standards Committee, under whose
supervision this British Standard was prepared, consists of representatives
from the following Government departments and scientific and industrial
organizations:

Associated Offices’ Technical Committee

Association of Consulting Engineers

Association of Mining Electrical and Mechanical Engineers

Board of Trade

British Chemical Plant Manufacturers’ Association

British Compressed Air Society

British Electrical and Allied Manufacturers’ Association

British Gear Manufacturers’ Association

British Internal Combustion Engine Manufacturers’ Association

British Mechanical Engineering Federation

British Pump Manufacturers’ Association

British Steel Industry

Crown Agents for Oversea Governments and Administrations

Electricity Council, the Central Electricity Generating Board and the Area Boards in England
and Wales

Engineering Equipment Users’ Association

Gas Council

Institute of Marine Engineers

Institution of Civil Engineers

Institution of Gas Engineers

Institution of Heating and Ventilating Engineers

Institution of Mechanical Engineers

Institution of Mechanical Engineers (Automobile Division)

Institution of Production Engineers

Locomotive and Allied Manufacturers’ Association of Great Britain

London Transport Board

Machine Tool Trades Association

Ministry of Defence, Army Department

Ministry of Labour (H.M. Factory Inspectorate)

Ministry of Power

Ministry of Technology — Ministry of Public Building and Works

Ministry of Technology — National Engineering Laboratory

Ministry of Transport

National Coal Board

National Physical Laboratory (Ministry of Technology)

Radio Industry Council

Royal Institute of British Architects

This British Standard, having
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Mechanical Engineering
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Committee, was published

under the authority of the

Executive Board on Amendments issued since publication
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Foreword

This standard makes reference to the following British Standards:
BS 427, Method for Vickers hardness test — Part 1. Testing of metals.

BS 970, Wrought steels in the form of bars, billets and forgings, up to 6 in ruling
section, for automobile and general engineering purposes. En series.

BS 1134, Centre-line-average height method for the assessment of surface texture.
BS 1224, Electroplated coatings of nickel and chromium.

This British Standard has been prepared to meet the demand for a specification
for steel rules in metric units for use in engineering. In recognition of the fact that
the metre and the millimetre are recommended SI units, it is officially
recommended that the figuring on the rules covered by this standard be in
millimetres wherever possible. However, in those cases where practical
considerations make it preferable to use centimetre figuring this is permissible as
a second choice. Typical rules complying with the standard are illustrated.
Recommendations for preferred lengths are included and are based on the known
demands of countries already using the metric system.

A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages 1 and ii,
pages 1 to 7 and a back cover.

This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on

the inside front cover. Documents
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