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National foreword

This Part of BS 4422 has been prepared under the direction of the Fire Standards 
Policy Committee. It is identical with ISO 8421-3:1989 “Fire protection — 
Vocabulary — Part 3: Fire detection and alarm”, published by the International 
Organization for Standardization (ISO). The international standard was 
prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 21, Equipment for fire protection and 
firefighting, with the active participation of the UK. 

Additional information. Attention is drawn to the additional definitions given 
in BS 5445-1.
Attention is also drawn to the following minor differences of usage which relate 
particularly to the UK.

a) The term “control room” (3.1.9) is usually called a “fire control room”.
b) The term “fire alarm call point, manual” (3.1.14) is used to describe the 
operation of non-automatic as well as automatic systems.
c) The term “fire alarm routing equipment” (3.1.18) may be used to describe 
equipment which transmits either to a central fire alarm station (3.1.6) or to a 
fire alarm receiving station (3.1.17).

A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Cross-reference

International standard Corresponding British Standard

ISO 8421-1:1987 BS 4422 Glossary of terms associated with fire

Part 1:1987 General terms and phenomena of fire 
(Identical)

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, 
pages 1 to 8, an inside back cover and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on 
the inside front cover.
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