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Foreword

This British Standard glossary consists of terms and definitions intended for general application in the field of fire
engineering, fire prevention and fire technology. The glossary is divided into a number of Parts; this Part deals
with fire protection equipment. Other Parts are as follows:

Part 1 The phenomenon of fire
Part 2  Building materials and structures
Part 3 Means of escape.

The aim of this glossary is to provide a set of simple basic definitions which will appear to be correct in any
context but each of which is capable of extension for specific purposes for use by the specialist. Terms having
normal dictionary meanings which are acceptable and sufficiently specific in the context of fire have not been
included. The incorrect and misleading term ‘fire proof® has purposely been excluded because it is incapable of
definition.

Legislation and British Standards frequently contain definitions peculiar to their context. This does not cause
difficulty in practice because the reader usually understands that the definition has no general application and is
intended to be limited to the purpose of the particular Act or Regulation or British Standard which he is reading.
Definitions in existing British Standards were considered when preparing this glossary.

In those cases where synonymous terms exist for a definition, the preferred term is given first and the non-
preferred synonym is given below it in smaller type. Deprecated synonyms are so marked.
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Term
annunciator board, deprecated

automatic carbon dioxide
extinguishing system

automatic drencher system

automatic drencher system
(alternate)

automatic drencher system
(dry pipe)

automatic drencher system
(wet pipe)

automatic dry powder
extinguishing system

automatic fire alarm system

automatic fire extinguishing
system

automatic fire suppression
system

automatic foam extinguishing
system

automatic inert gas
extinguishing system

automatic powder (dry)
extinguishing system

automatic sprinkler system

automatic sprinkler system
(alternate)

automatic drencher system
(alternate)

Full document details: BS 4422-4:1975

Definition
See fire alarm indicating equipment.

A system of pipes connected to a supply of carbon dioxide (CO, ) and fitted
with nozzles at suitable intervals and heights, through which carbon dioxide
is discharged automatically by the operation of a fire detector.

A system of water pipes fitted with drencher heads at suitable intervals and
heights in the same way as an automatic sprinkler system (q.v.) and designed
to discharge water on to a surface to be protected against fire exposure.

See automatic sprinkler system (alternate).
See automatic sprinkler system (dry pipe).
See automatic sprinkler system (wet pipe).

A system of pipes connected to a supply of powder and fitted with nozzles
at suitable intervals and heights, through which powder is discharged
automatically by the operation of a fire detector.

A fire alarm system comprising components for automatically detecting a
fire, initiating an alarm of fire and initiating other action as arranged; the
system may also include manual call points.

A system of fixed fire protective apparatus comprising components for
automatically detecting a fire, discharging a fire-extinguishing or -suppressing
medium or media, giving an alarm of fire and initiating other action as
arranged.

A system of pipes connected to a supply of foam and fitted with nozzles at
suitable intervals and heights, through which foam is discharged automatically
on a specified temperature being reached, by the presence of smoke or by
some other specified condition.

A system of pipes connected to a supply of an inert gas such as nitrogen and
fitted with nozzles at suitable intervals and heights, through which inert gas
is discharged automatically on a specified temperature being reached, by the
presence of smoke or by some other specified condition.

See automatic dry powder extinguishing system.

A system of water pipes fitted with sprinkler heads at suitable intervals and
heights and designed to control or extinguish a fire by the discharge of water,
in which each of the heads opens automatically at a specified temperature, or

groups of heads open at a specified temperature, or by the operation of a
fire detector.

An automatic sprinkler system in which the pipes may optionally be charged
with air or with water.
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