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National foreword

This Part of BS 4422 has been prepared under the direction of the Fire Standards Committee. It supersedes BS 4422 :
Part 3 : 1972, which is withdrawn. This Part is identical with 1SO 8421-6 : 1987 ‘Fire protection — Vocabulary —
Part 6 : Evacuation and means of escape’, published by the International Organization for Standardization (1SO).

The international standard was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 21, Equipment for fire protection and fire-
fighting, with the active participation of the UK. Further Parts of 1SO 8421 are in preparation, as listed in the
introduction, and will be used as a basis for revision of the other Parts of BS 4422, It is intended that the system of
numbering the Parts will be the same.

Terminology and conventions. The text of the international standard has been approved as suitable for publication as a
British Standard without deviation. Some terminology and certain conventions are not identical with those used in British
Standards; attention is drawn especially to the following.

Wherever the words ‘part of 1SO 8421’ and ‘part 6 of 1SO 8421’ appear, referring to this standard, they should be read as
‘Part of BS 4422’ and ‘Part 6 of BS 4422’ respectively.

Cross references

International standard Corresponding British Standard

1ISO 8421-1 : 1987 BS 4422 Glossary of terms associated with fire
Part 1 : 1987 General terms and phenomena of fire
(ldentical)

The Technical Committee has reviewed the provisions of 1SO 8421-2 and ISO 6309, to which reference is made in the text,
and has decided that they are acceptable for use in conjunction with this standard. A related British Standard to

I1SO 8421-2 is BS 4422 ‘Glossary of terms associated with fire’ Part 2 ‘Structural fire protection’*

Additional information. This Part of BS 4422 includes terminology for means of escape, which are structural means
whereby a safe route or routes is or are provided for persons to travel from any point in a building to a place of safety.
Attention is drawn to 6.31 ‘occupation density, theoretical’; in the UK this is often called ‘occupant load factor’. Attention

is also drawn to 6.44 ‘travel distance’. In the UK the travel distance is taken as the distance from any point to the nearest
storey exit, rather than as defined in 6.44.

Other terms commonly used in the UK and not given in 1SO 8421-6 are as follows.

(a) population density: The numbers of persons in a given area for whom the provision of means of escape is required
as determined by the functional use of the building or floor.

(b) sleeping risk: A total occupancy, or part of one, in which bedroom or dormitory accommodation predominates.

The French index given in ISO 8421-6 : 1987 has not been included in this Part of BS 4422; hence the reference to this
index in the clause entitled ‘Scope and field of application’ is not relevant.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity from legal obligations.

* Revision in preparation.
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BS 4422 : Part 6 : 1988

Introduction

ISO 8421 will consist of the following parts, to be published
separately :

Part 1: General terms and phenomena of fire.

Part 2: Structural fire protection.
Part 3: Fire detection and alarm.
Part 4: Fire extinction equipment.
Part 5: Smoke control.
Part 6: Evacuation and means for escape.
Part 7: Explosion detection and suppression means.

Part 8: Terms specific to fire-fighting rescue services and
handling hazardous materials.

Scope and field of application

This part of ISO 8421 gives terms and definitions for evacuation _

and means of escape. General-use terms and definitions are
covered by ISO 8421-1. Terms are given in English alphabetical
order: a French index is provided.

NOTE — In the numbering system of the terms, the initial figure 6
denotes part 6 of ISO 8421.

Reference

ISO 6309, Fire protection — Safety signs.

Terms and definitions

6.1 alternative escape routes: Escape routes (see 6.11)
sufficiently separated by either direction and space, or by fire-
resisting construction, to ensure that one is still available
should the other be affected by fire.

6.2 automatic lowering line: Device for lowering persons
from a height, fitted with an automatic brake to control the
speed of descent.

6.3 dead-end: Area from which escape is possible in one
direction only.

6.4 discharge rate: Number of persons which can pass
through one unit of exit width in a given time.

6.5 discharge value: Maximum number of persons that can
pass through a given number of units of exit width in a given
period of time, having regard in a multi-storey building to the
capacity of the stairs.

6.6 escape; evacuation: Orderly movement of persons to a
place of safety (in case of fire or other emergency).

6.7 escape chute: Open, slide-like escape used for

emergency evacuation.

6.8 escape hatch: Means of providing escape from a room
or part of a building in the form of a moveable or breakable
panel.

6.9 escape ladder: Fixed ladder, leaning ladder or hanging
ladder for escape use.

6.10 escape rope: Rope for evacuation.

6.11 escape route; evacuation route: Route forming part
of the means of escape from any point in a building to a final
exit.

6.12 escape route, external; evacuation route, exter-
nal: Escape route external to a building, e.g. by way of a roof,
stair, balcony, bridge, terrace, alley-way, walkway or external

another escape route.

6.13 escape route, pressurized; evacuation route,
pressurized : Escape route which permanently or in case of fire
is overpressured compared to the adjacent parts of the building
in order to inhibit the spread of fire (smoke, gas or flames) into
the escape route.

6.14 escape route, protected: Escape route having an
adequate degree of fire protection.

6.15 evacuation drill: Rehearsal of the evacuation pro-
cedure involving participation of the occupants of the
premises.

6.16 evacuation procedure [plan]: Record, where escape
routes and places of safety are indicated and in which rules of
conduct, procedure and necessary action by people present in
case of fire are established.

6.17 evacuation signal: Audible and/or visible signal to in-
dicate to occupants they have to escape.

6.18 evacuation time: Time taken for all occupants of a
building or part of a building, on emission of an evacuation
signal, to reach a final exit.

6.19 exit direction sign: Sign indicating the direction to an
exit, generally an arrow (see ISO 6309).

NOTE — The sign may be illuminated.
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