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THiIs BRITISH STANDARD, having been approved by the
Instrument Industry Standards Committee, was published
under the authority of the Executive Board on 20 June, 1969.

SBN: 580 05259 1

The Institution desires to call attention to the fact that this
British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary
provisions of a contract.

In order to keep abreast of progress in the industries
concerned, British Standards are subject to periodical review.
Suggestions for improvements will be recorded and in due
course brought to the notice of the committees charged with
the revision of the standards to which they refer.

A complete list of British Standards, numbering over 5000,
fully indexed and with a note of the contents of each, will
be found in the British Standards Yearbook, price 20s. The
BS Yearbook may be consulted in many public libraries and
similar institutions.

This standard makes reference to the following British

Standards:

BS 2643. Glossary of terms relating to the performance of
measuring instruments.

BS 3763. International System (SI) units.

British Standards are revised, when necessary, by the issue
either of amendment slips or of revised editions. It is important
that users of British Standards should ascertain that they are
in possession of the latest amendments or editions.

The following BSI references relate to the work on this standard:
Committee reference INE/19 Draft for comment 67/8007
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CO-OPERATING ORGANIZATIONS

The Instrument Industry Standards Committee, under
whose supervision this British Standard was prepared,
consists of representatives from the following
Government departments and scientific and industrial
organizations:

British Clock and Watch Manufacturers’ Association
*British Electrical and Allied Manufacturers’ Association
*British Industrial Measuring and Control Apparatus

Manufacturers’ Association

British Steel Industry

British Nautical Instrument Trade Association

British Railways Board
*British Scientific Instrument Research Association

Council of British Manufacturers of Petroleum Equipment

Electrical Research Association

Electricity Council, the Central Electricity Generating

Board and the Area Boards in England and Wales

Electronic Engineering Association
*Engineering Equipment Users’ Association

Gauge and Tool Makers’ Association

Institution of Chemical Engineers

Institution of Electrical Engineers

Institution of Heating and Ventilating Engineers

Institution of Mechanical Engineers

Institution of Production Engineers

Ministry of Defence, Air Force Department

Ministry of Defence, Army Department

National Coal Board

National Physical Laboratory (Ministry of Technology)
*Oil Companies Materials Association
*Scientific Instrument Manufacturers’ Association

Water Resources Board

Water-tube Boilermakers’ Association

The organizations marked with an asterisk in the

above list were directly represented on the committee
entrusted with the preparation of this standard.
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BRITISH STANDARD GUIDE FOR THE PREPARATION
OF TECHNICAL SALES LITERATURE FOR MEASURING
INSTRUMENTS AND PROCESS CONTROL EOUIPMENT

FOREWORD

This British Standard Guide has been prepared under the authority of the
Instrument Industry Standards Committee. It is based on a proposal submitted
by the Scientific Instrument Research Association.

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Interest in a product is often first aroused by leaflets issued as direct mail,
or as exhibition handouts. This general sales promotion literature is primarily
striking and attractive, and it is both impracticable and inappropriate for such
literature to contain all the data which should be given in technical specifica-
tions and descriptions of the product. This British Standard is, therefore,
intended to apply only to technical specifications and descriptions issued in
response to firin enquiries from potential customers.

1.2 Technical literature should communicate to potential customers sufficient
information to enable them to assess the application of the instruments and
equipment in relation to their particular requirements. Technical literature is,
therefore, of little value to the customer unless reasonably comprehensive
performance data are given, together with a statement of environmental limits
and the effects of environment on performance. In this context, environment
includes not only climatic conditions but many other operating conditions or
disturbances which influence performance.

2. GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS
2.1 In order to assist the potential customer, general sales promotion literature
should contain an appropriate reference or order number by which the

technical literature relating to the advertised instrument or equipment can be
obtained.

2.2 Throughout technical literature, standard terms and definitions should be
used wherever applicable, and if any relatively new technical or trade terms
are employed, these should be carefully defined and/or appear in such a
context as to make their meaning abundantly clear.

2.3 Where appropriate throughout the literature, compliance with relevant
standards should be indicated. This may refer to both the instrument and
equipment as a whole or to individual components.

2.4 1t is recommended that values given in the text are quoted in SI units,
(see BS 3763*) but these may be supplemented, where considered necessary,
by their equivalents in other self-consistent systems.

*BS 3763, ‘International System (SI) units’.
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