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Foreword
The first edition of this British Standard was produced in A.schedule of reductions upon sawn sizes for a number of
1969 when the timber trade changed from imperial to categories and end-uses is included.
metric measure. Since then, there have peen ghanges in The standard also includes an appendix concerning surfaced
trade practice and related standards which this revised constructional timber (known as CLS or ALS) mainly
standard takes into account. imported from Canada and supplied in accordance with

It is recognized that, for specialized end-uses, there may be North American standards.

requirements for sizes not included among the schedule of  Thj second edition of the standard deletes reference to
standard sizes. The supply of these will need to be nego- precision timber.

tiated between buyer and seller.
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British Standard Specification for

Dimensions for softwood

Part 1. Sizes of sawn and planed timber

1. Scope

This British Standard specifies dimensions for a range of
sawn softwood sizes in metric measure, and provides a table
of reductions by manufacturing processes from the original
sawn softwood sizes for various categories of products.
Appendix A gives the already-processed sizes of certain
Canadian softwoods.

2. References

The titles of the standards publications referred to in this
standard are listed on the inside back cover,

3. Definitions

For the purposes of this British Standard the definitions
given in BS 665 apply, together with the following.

planing. Machine process by which the thickness and/or
width of a piece of timber of rectangular cross section
are/is made uniform throughout its length. Different
end-uses require different processing reductions in
dimensions,

NOTE. See table 3.

regularizing. Process by means of which every piece of a
batch of constructional timber is sawn and/or machined to
a uniform width,

4. Moisture content

4.1 General. Moisture content is defined as the amount of
moisture in timber expressed as a percentage of its oven
dry mass.

4.2 Instrument. For the purposes of this standard, measure-
ment by means of an electric moisture meter shall be
adopted. The meter shall be regularly recalibrated in
accordance with the maker’s instructions and against oven
drying tests.

4.3 Sampling. When agreed between the purchaser and the
vendor, testing shall be carried out on at least 10 pieces or
5 % of the pieces of any one cross section, whichever is the

greater, in any parcel. The material for test shall be selected
at random.

4.4 Method of measurement. The test shall be carried out
according to the instrument maker’s instructions at a point
not nearer than 1 m from either end, or in the centre of the
piece if it is under 2m long, using insulated probes not less
than 20 mm in length,

b. Sizes and permissible deviations of sawn
softwoods

6.1 Basic sizes. The basic cross-sectional sizes shall be as
shown in table 1, and the basic lengths as shown in table 2.

5.2 Resawing allowance. When smaller sizes are produced
by resawing from larger sizes, not more than a 2 mm
reduction of size of each piece so produced shall be allowed.
This reduction is not additional to the reductions stated in
table 3. Vendors offering or supplying such timber shall
describe it as ‘Resawn ex larger’.

5.3 Permissible deviations on sizes as originally produced
5.3.1 Cross section. Minus deviations in cross section are
permissible on not more than 10 % of the pieces in any
parcel of sawn softwood.

8.3.2 Thickness and widths. In thickness and widths not
exceeding 100 mm, the permissible deviation - 1 mm,
+3 mm.

In thicknesses and widths over 100 mm, the permissible
deviation is - 2 mm, + 6 mm.

5.3.3 Lengths. On lengths, no minus deviation is per-
missible, but over-length is unlimited.

6.4 Actual sizes. The actual sizes of any piece of timber
will vary with its moisture content at the time of measure-
ment. The sizes in table 1 are to be measured ata 20 %
moisture content. For any higher moisture content up to
30 %, the size shall be greater by .1 % for every 5 % of
moisture content in excess of 20 %, and for any lower
moisture content, the size shall be smaller by 1 % for every
5 % of moisture content below 20 %. For any higher
moisture content than 30 %, no larger size will be required
than at 30 %.
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