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BS 4592 : I 970 
'[;he fo~lowi.as,.BSJ references rcJDlc lo lhc work. on this standard: 

0 mm.mce re,crencc MEE/J76 Draft for comment 68/29547 

THIS BRITISH STANDARD, having been approved by the 
Mechanical Engineering Industry Standards Commiuee, was 
published under the authority of the Executive Board on 
31 March, 1970. 

SBN: 580 05979 0 ii BEST COPY AVAILABLE 

The Institution desires to call allention to the fact that this 
British Standard does not purport to inch1de all the necessar)' 
provisions of a contract. 

In order to keep abreast of progress in 1;,e industries 
concerned, British Standards arc subject 10 periodical review. 
Suggestions for improvements will be recorded and in due 
course brought to the notice of the commillees charged with 
the revision of the standards to which they refer. 

A complete list of British Standards, nwnberln1 over 6000, 
fully Indexed and with a note of the contents or each, will 
be round in the British Standards Yearbook, which may be 
purclwcd from BSI Sales Depertment. It may also be con­
sulted in many public libraries and similar institution,. 

This standard makes reference to the following British 
Standards: 
BS 1474. Wrought aluminiwn and aluminium alloys for 

general engineering purposes. Bars, e,truded, 
round tube and sections. 

BS 1856. General requirements for the metal-arc welding 
of mild steel. 

BS 4360. Weldable structural steels. Part 2. Metric units. 

British Standards are revised, whtn necessary, by the issue eithtr 
of ameNbMnt slips or of revised editions. II is important that 
users of British Standards should ascertain that they art ,n 

possession of th• /attst amendments or ed//lons. 

'The r~spn11sihili1y fur this stanJa1d w:1s takl'I\ over in July llJ?(, hy Tcd111ica[ 
('oi;1111i11ce 111ll/•IO who drafied ,\111end111e111 No.I (MID 2.146 Sep1e111ber 
I <)77 ,I.' 

Foreword. Delete thl! fou11h par:1g1aph :111d s11hs1i1utc th~ folh1\a.dn~: 

'It is import:111t tu 1101c tliat tlib Brili~h St.1Pd;ml docs 1101 cov1.•r Olh'n 1ypc 
metal lloori111~ :1nJ st:i!r ln::a!s whL'l"L' l:scd· for 1.'Sl:':1pl.' ~::1irw:1ys :111d r:.11nps, 
rcquirc-d under the Bliildi11g l{1.•~11l;1tions, whi:n· l.'u:11pliancl.' \\.'ilh the ThirJ 
Amendment. Number 13 70, scheJ ule I , l'an Ii -· 11, (I) (g) is necessary. 
The A111c11<l111cnt requi1cs lhal lhe lesser plan <li11\ension of any opening in 
the upper surface of thc noorin~, mcasurcU 1arnlh:I or transvl!rscly to the 
span shall not e,cccd 20 nun.". ~ I RU f g 
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CO-OPERATING ORGANIZATIONS 
The Mechanical Engi~:uinJ&: Industry Standards Committee, under 
whose supervision thir British Standard was prepared. consists of 
representatives from ,he following Government departments and 
scientific and induJtrir.! organizatir.ms: 

Associolod Ollic.,s' Technical ec:mmi11cc 
Association or Consulllng Enaincen 
-\ssociation of Mining Electrical and Mcchaniral Enaineers 
Board or Trade 
British Chemical Plan~ Manufacrnrers' Association 
British Compressed .hlf Society 
British Electrical and ,,\Hied Manufacturers· Association 
British Gear Manufa..:iuri•rs• Association 
British Internal Combustion Englnc Manufacturers' Auociation 

'British S1ccl lnduslry 
'Brilish Mechanical Bnainccrina Confcderalion 

Brilish Pump Manufacturers' Association 
Crown Agents for Oversea Governments and Admini£trations 
Department or Employmcnl and Productivity (H.M. Factory 

lnspcc1orate) 
Eloc1rlc1ty Council, the Central Elcclricily Generatina Board and 

the Arca Boards In England and Wales 
•EngincerinlJ Equipment Users' Assoi=iation 
Gas Council 
Institute of Marine Engineers 
lnslilutlon or Civil ~inccrs 
lnstl1utlon or Gas Engineers 
lnullulion or Healing and Ventilating Engineers 
lnstilution of Mechanical Engineers 
lnslltutlon or Mechanical Engineers (Automobile Division) 
Institution of Production Engineers 
Locomotive and Allied Manurac1urers' AssoclationofORBI Brilain 
London Transport Board 
Machine Tool Trades Association • 
Ministry or Defence 
Ministry of Defence, Army Department 
Mlnlslry or Power 
Ministry or Peblic Building and Works 
Ministry or Technology 
Ministry or Tcchnology-Na1ional Engineering Laboralory 
Ministry of Transport 
Nallonal Coal Board 
National Physical Labora1ory (Minislry or Technology) 
Royal Institute of British Architects 

The scientific anJ industrial organizations marked with an asterisk 
in the above list, together with the following, were directly rcpre,. 
senled on the commitlce entrusted with the preparation of this 
Brilish Standard. 

Council of British Manufaclurcrs of Petroleum Equipment 
t.nalnccring Industries Association 
lnstllutlon or S1ruc1ural Enainccra 
Socle!y or Railing and Balustrade Makers 
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