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Cooperating organizations

The Fibre Reinforced Cement Products Standards Committee, under whose 
direction this British Standard was prepared, consists of representatives from 
the following:

Asbestos Cement Manufacturers’ Association Limited*
Builders Merchants’ Federation
Cement Makers’ Federation
Department of the Environment (Building Research Establishment)
Department of the Environment (PSA)
Incorporated Association of Architects and Surveyors
Institution of Civil Engineers
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National Federation of Building Trades Employers
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Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors
Royal Society of Health
The Glassfibre Reinforced Cement Association*

The organizations marked with an asterisk in the above list were directly 
represented on the Technical Committee entrusted with the preparation of this 
British Standard.

Amendments issued since publication

Amd. No. Date of issue Comments

4809 March 1985

7307 October 1992 Indicated by a sideline in the margin
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Foreword

This revision of this British Standard, prepared under the direction of the Fibre 
Reinforced Cement Products Standards Committee, brings all current test 
methods for asbestos-cement building products into line with those specified in 
the latest editions of ISO (International Organization for Standardization) 
standards. Test methods for drainage and sewerage pipes have been included in 
BS 486:1981 and BS 3656:1981 and are therefore no longer described in this 
standard. The 1970 edition of BS 4624 is now withdrawn.
The Technical Committee intends to issue amendments to this British Standard 
after each new edition of an ISO standard has been published, so as to ensure that 
the technical requirements of British and ISO standards for asbestos-cement 
building products remain the same.
The manufacture of all asbestos based products is covered by the requirements of 
The Control of Asbestos at Work Regulations 1987, introduced on 1 March 1988. 
These set out comprehensive provisions covering work activities involving 
exposure to asbestos. Advice on how to comply with these regulations can be 
obtained from the manufacturers of the material, from the Asbestos Information 
Centre Ltd., Derby Road, Widnes, Cheshire WH8 9ND, from the local area office 
of the Health and Safety Executive or from the Enviromental Health Department 
of the Local Authority.
WARNING. Breathing asbestos dust is dangerous to health and precautions have 
to be taken during the manufacture and use of these products.
Particular note has to be taken of the Asbestos Products (Safety) 
Regulations 1985, made under the Consumer Safety Act 1978, and of the 
Asbestos (Prohibitions) (Amendment) Regulations 19881), made under the 
Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974, which prohibit the supply of products 
containing amosite or crocidolite and set out requirements for the labelling of all 
products containing asbestos.
All the above legislation implements EEC Directives.
A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, 
pages 1 to 10, an inside back cover and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on 
the inside front cover.

1) Parallel regulations for Northern Ireland came into force on 6 March 1986.
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Section 1. General

1 Scope
This British Standard describes methods of test 
applicable to asbestos-cement building products in 
the forms of symmetrical and asymmetrical section 
corrugated sheets, flat sheets, flue pipes, rainwater 
pipes and slates.

2 References
The titles of the publications referred to in this 
standard are listed on the inside back cover.

3 Definitions
For the purposes of this British Standard the 
following definition applies.

asbestos-cement

a close and homogeneous mixture consisting 
essentially of an inorganic hydraulic binder2), such 
as Portland cement complying with the 
requirements of BS 12, reinforced with asbestos 
fibre, to which other fibres, fillers and pigments may 
be added

Section 2. Tests for corrugated sheets

4 Overall dimensions (length and 
width)
4.1 Apparatus. The following apparatus is 
required.
4.1.1 Control surface, flat, smooth and of dimensions 
appropriate to the dimensions of the sheet and 
graduated so as to be capable of being read to the 
nearest 0.5 mm in both directions (see Figure 1).

4.2 Procedure

4.2.1 Lay the sheet flat on the control 
surface (4.1.1), ensuring that the valley of every 
corrugation is in contact with the surface.
4.2.2 For each dimension, take three readings to the 
nearest 0.5 mm, one in the middle of the sheet and 
one approximately 50 mm from each end.
4.3 Expression of results. Record the average 
value of the three readings.

5 Thickness
5.1 Apparatus. The following apparatus is 
required.
5.1.1 Micrometer, having 10 mm long × 4 mm wide 
semi-circular measuring surfaces (see Figure 2) and 
accurate to 0.05 mm.
5.2 Procedure. Use the micrometer (5.1.1) to 
measure at least three corrugations at each end of 
the sheet, including both complete side 
corrugations, taking readings at the valley and the 
crown of corrugations.
5.3 Expression of results. Record the minimum 
value and the average value of the readings.

2) In autoclaved products, the binder is partially replaced by siliceous material.

Figure 1 — Control surface for corrugated sheets
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