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Foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the authority of the Data 
Processing Industry Standards Committee and is based on and fully in 
conformity with ISO 16821), prepared by the International Organization for 
Standardization (ISO).
Punched cards have been one of the main media for input and output in 
connection with computer installations and are still widely used for the recording, 
storage and processing of data. The British Standards relating to punched cards 
have been grouped under the heading BS 4636, “Punched cards”, which is issued 
in Parts, as follows.

Part 1, “Unpunched paper cards”, specifies the properties of the card material, 
the methods of testing the material for those properties and the dimensions of 
the unpunched card.
This Part, Part 2, “Dimensions and location of rectangular holes 
in 12-row, 80-column punched cards”, specifies the dimensions and location in 
these cards, at the time of punching, of the code holes whose patterns 
represent characters.
Part 3, “Representation of 7-bit codes and of certain numeric sets on 12-row 
punched cards”, specifies the correspondence between particular patterns of 
code holes in these cards and the bit patterns by which characters are encoded 
when 7-bit codes are used. It also specifies the correspondence between 
particular patterns of code holes in these cards and the numerals in certain 
numeric sets.
Part 4, “Representation of 8-bit codes on 12-row punched cards”, specifies the 
correspondence between particular patterns of code holes in these cards and 
the bit patterns by which characters are encoded when 8-bit codes are used.

As both national and international discussions proceed, it is foreseen that this 
series of standards may be extended with the addition of, for example, edge 
punched cards and stub cards.
The successful interchange of data by means of punched cards depends, to a great 
extent, on the accuracy with which the information is encoded upon the card, 
which is directly influenced by the behaviour of the material under varying 
ambient conditions. The basic material being paper and the card being subject to 
changes in ambient conditions, there is a need for a specification controlling the 
dimensions as well as that controlling the properties of the material. The 
dimensions given in this part of the standard are the sizes and relative positions 
of the rectangular code holes punched in the card, which are vital for the 
successful interchange of data. An appendix is included giving information on the 
storage and use of punched cards.
Attention is drawn to the special note included within the scope, making 
reference to the metric conversion of imperial dimensions. On a world basis, the 
only true definition of punched card dimensions is in imperial units and 
wherever it is required to express these measurements in metric form for the 
purposes of, for example, production, testing, etc., it would be advisable that 
conversion be carried to such lengths as is necessary to avoid distortion of the inch 
dimensions and tolerances.

1) ISO 1682, “Dimensions and location of rectangular punched holes in 80 columns punched paper 
cards”.
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A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i to iv, 
pages 1 to 6, an inside back cover and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on the 
inside front cover.
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