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THIs BRITISH STANDARD, having been approved by the
Printing, Stationery and Allied Trades Standards Committee,
was published under the authority of the Executive Board
on 26 February, 1971.

© British Standards Institution, 1971.
SBN: 580 06446 8

The Institution desires to call attention to the fact that this
British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary
provisions of a contract.

In order to keep abreast of progress in the industries
concerned, British Standards are subject to periodical review.
Suggestions for improvements will be recorded and in due
course brought to the notice of the committees charged with
the revision of the standards to which they refer.

A. complete list of British Standards, numbering over 5000,
fully indexed and with a note of the contents of each, will
be found in the British Standards Yearbook, price £1:50. The
BS Yearbook may be consulted in many public libraries and
similar institutions.

This standard makes reference to the following British

Standards:

BS 950. Artificial daylight for the assessment of colour.
Part 1. Illuminant for colour matching and colour
appraisal.

Part 2. Viewing conditions for reproduction in the
graphic arts.

BS 2650. Four-colour offset lithographic inks.

BS 3020. Improved inks for letterpress four-colour printing.

BS 4160. Inks for letterpress three- or four-colour printing.

BS 4321. Methods of test for printing inks.

British Standards are revised, when necessary, by the issue either
of amendment slips or of revised editions. It is important that
users of British Standards should ascertain that they are in
possession of the latest amendments or editions.

The following BSI references relate to the work on this standard:
Committee reference S/39. Draft for comment 70/70
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CO-OPERATING ORGANIZATIONS

The Printing, Stationery and Allied Trades Standards
Committee, under whose supervision this British Standard
was prepared, consists of representatives from the following
Government departments and scientific and industrial
organizations:

Advertisement Typesetting and Foundry Employers’ Federation
*British Federation of Master Printers

British Paper and Board Makers’ Association

British Printing Machinery Association

British Stationery and Office Equipment Association

Business Equipment Trade Association

Envelope Makers’ and Manufacturing Stationers’ Association
*Federation of Master Process Engravers
*H.M. Stationery Office
*National Physical Laboratory

National Association of Paper Merchants
*Newspaper Society
*Society of British Printing Ink Manufacturers

Society of Industrial Artists and Designers

Technical Section of the British Paper and Board Makers’

Association

The Government departments and industrial organizations

marked with an asterisk in the above list, together with the
following, were directly represented on the committee
enfrusted with the preparation of this British Standard:

British Colour Makers’ Association

British Closure Manufacturers® Association

British Poster Advertising Association

British Tin Box Manufacturers’ Association

Incorporated Society of British Advertisers Limited

Institute of Practitioners in Advertising

London College of Printing

Periodical Publishers’ Association

PIRA (The Research Association for the Paper and Board,
Printing and Packaging Industries)

Society of Dyers and Colourists

Royal Photographic Society
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BRITISH STANDARD SPECIFICATION FOR

INKS FOR OFFSET THREE- OR FOUR-COLOUR
PRINTING

FOREWORD

The purpose of this standard is to complement the British and European
Common Standard BS 4160, which specifies inks for letterpress printing, with
; an equivalent standard specifying inks for offset printing.

It should permit photolithographers and photoengravers to make colour
separations for offset printing based on an identical scale so that, irrespective
of their different origin, various subjects for colour printing may be assembled
on the same montage.

This British Standard, covering three- or four-colour sets, is based on recom-
mendations of the European Committee of Paint and Printing Ink Manufacturers’
Associations and has been prepared under the authority of the Printing, Stationery
and Allied Trades Standards Committee. The standard deals with inks used in
offset printing, and the purpose of it, in view of increasing international trade,
is to specify inks that comply with standards being adopted throughout Europe
and which have good light fastness and resistance to normal varnishes and most
forms of lamination. Attention is drawn to the fact that the cyan is suitable for
three-colour printing.

As with previous British Standards for printing inks (BS 2650%, BS 3020t
and BS 41601) the actual standards are samples of wet inks. Many other countries
base their standards not on samples of wet inks but on prints made under specified
conditions.

* BS 2650, ¢ Four-colour offset lithographic inks ’.
+ BS 3020, * Improved inks for letterpress four-colour printing .
1 BS 4160, * Inks for letterpress three- or four-colour printing ’.
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