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Specification for

Control switches (switching devices, including contactor
relays, for control and auxiliary circuits, for voltages up to
and including 1000V a.c.and 1200 V d.c.)

Part 2. Special requirements for specific types of control switches
Section 2.5. Indicator lights

Section 2.6. Standardization of fixing hole of single hole
mounted push-buttons and indicator lights

Spécification des auxiliaires de commande (appareils de connexion, y compris les contacteurs
auxiliaires pour des circuits de commande et des circuits auxiliaires, pour les tensions
inférieurs et égales 4 1000 V en courant alternatif et 1200 V en courant continu)

Partie 2. Prescriptions particuliéres pour des types détermines d'auxiliaires de commande
Section 2.5. Voyants lumineux

Section 2.6. Normalisation du trou de fixation des boutons-poussoirs

et des voyants lumineux fixés en un seul trou

Spezifikation fir Hilfsstromschalter (Schalter, einschlielich Hilfsschitze,
fir Steuer- und Hilfsstromkreise, flir Spannungen bis und einschlieflich
1000 V Wechselstrom und 1200 V Gleichstrom)

Teil 2. Sonderanforderungen fiir besondere Arten von Hilfsstromschaltern
Abschnitt 2.5. Signallampen

Abschnitt 2.6. Normung des Befestigungsloches von Druckkndpfen

und Signallampen mit Einlochbefestigung
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National foreword B
This British Standard has been prepared under the direction of the Power Electrical Engineering Standards Committee. .
It is identical with IEC Publication 337-2C ‘Third supplement to Publication 337-2 (1972) Control switches (low-voltage

switching devices for control and auxiliary circuits, including contactor relays) Part 2 : Special requirements for

specific types of control switches. Section Five : Indicator lights. Section Six : Standardization of fixing hole of single

hole mounted push-buttons and indicator lights’ (incorporating corrigendum issued December 1977), published by the

International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC).

Because of different systems used in the publications of IEC and BSI:

Section 2.5 in the British Standard is shown as Section 5 in IEC publication 337-2C:1977;

Section 2.6 in the British Standard is shown as Section 6 in IEC publication 337-2C:1977.
Cross references. The following international standards are referred to in the text and for each there is a corresponding
British Standard; these are as listed below:

International standard Corresponding British Standard
IEC Publication 73 : 1975 BS 4099 : Part 1 : 1976 Colours of indicator lights and push-buttons (identical)
IEC Publication 337 BS 4794 Control switches [switching devices, including contactor relays,
for control and auxiliary circuits, for voltages up to and including
1000 V a.c. and 1200 V d.c.]
Part 1 : 1970 General requirements Part 1 : 1973 General requirements (technically equivalent)
Part 2 Special requirements for Part 2 Special requirements for specific types of control switches
specific types of control switches e
Section 1 : 1972 Push-buttons and Section 2.1 : 1977 Push-buttons and related control switches (identical) .
related control switches
IEC Publication 439 : 1973 BS 5486 Specification for factory-built assemblies of switchgear and

controlgear for voltages up to and including 1000 V a.c. and 1200 V d.c.
Part 1 : 1977 General requirements (identical)

NOTE. The definition for the term ‘indicator light’ in 2.1 is taken from Chapter 45 : Lighting, of the International Electrotechnical
Vocabulary. The statement in parentheses in 2.1 constitutes informative matter only, and since no mandatory requirements are involved,
the validity of this British Standard is not affected.
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Third supplement to Publication 337-2 (1972) ‘
Control switches (low-voltage switching devices for control and auxiliary circuits,

including contactor relays)

Part 2: Special requirements for specific types of control switches

SECTION FIVE: INDICATOR LIGHTS

1. General

1.1 Scope

This standard applies to indicator lights, fitted with one or more lamps, utilized in industry, such
as incandescent-lamp indicator lights, discharge-lamp indicator lights, indicator lights with buili-in
voltage-reducing device (transformer, resistor, etc.).

In particular, it deals with indicator lights so designed that they fit in the same physical space
as the push-buttons dealt with in 1E C Publication 337-2, Control Switches (Low-voltage Switching ‘
Devices for Control and Auxiliary Circuits, Including Contactor Relays), Part 2: Special Require-
ments for Specific Types of Control Switches.

1.2 Object

This standard gives additional requirements not found in IEC Publication 337-1, Part 1: General
Requirements, concerning definitions, classification, characteristics, identification and standard
conditions for construction.

To comply with this standard, indicator lights shall be fitted with lamps in accordance with IEC
publications in force.

2. Definitions
For the purpose of this standard, the following definitions shall apply.

2.1 Indicator light (Term 45-60-055 of the third edition (1970) of LE.V, Chapter 45: Lighting) .
Light signal giving information either by lighting or extinguishing.

2.2 Lens of an indicator light

The visible part, removable or not, constituting the surface intentionally made transparent.

2.3 Bezel
The holder of a lens.

24  Indicator light with a built-in voltage-reducing device

An indicator light, the body of which contains a device (transformer, resistor, etc.) intended to
supply, at the terminals of the lamp, a voltage different from the rated operational voltage of the
light.
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