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Foreword

In 1968 the British Standards Institution held a conference at which oriental 
language specialists reviewed existing systems for the romanization of Japanese 
and confirmed that the long-established Hepburn system was still the one best 
suited for use in the English-speaking world. Delegates to the conference agreed 
further on the desirability of presenting the Hepburn system in the form of a 
British Standard and a panel was appointed to undertake the work. The panel 
decided to recommend the system of romanization generally known as “modified 
Hepburn”, with one exception (see 4.2). The notes and tables that follow give full 
details of this system, while the Appendix contains some information about other 
systems and includes a list of variants.
This British Standard, prepared under the authority of the Documentation 
Standards Committee, will agree closely with the American National Standard 
for the romanization of Japanese (in course of preparation). The co-operation of 
the American National Standards Institute is gratefully acknowledged.
A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, 
pages 1 to 6, an inside back cover and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on the 
inside front cover.
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