BRITISH STANDARD 987;850- A:

Incorporating
Amendment No. 1

Specification for

Magnetic six-disk packs
for data processing —

Part 2: Track format

UDC 681.327.63:621.3.037.3

W, A, @
LA W =—
B e

NO COPYING WITHOUT BSI PERMISSION EXCEPT AS PERMITTED BY COPYRIGHT LAW
Y\ W

Document Sharing Hub

Full document details: BS 4850-2:1972


http://dx.doi.org/10.3403/00116205U
http://avadocuments2026.com/doc/bs-4850-2-1972
http://avadocuments2026.com/doc/bs-4850-2-1972

BS 4850-2:1972

Co-operating organizations

The Data Processing Industry Standards Committee, under whose supervision
this British Standard was prepared, consists of representatives from the
following Government departments and scientific and industrial
organizations:

Aslib

British Computer Society*

British Electrical and Allied Manufacturers’ Association

British Federation of Master Printers

British Paper and Board Makers’ Association

British Telecommunications Research Ltd

Business Equipment Trade Association®

Civil Service Department*

Committee of London Clearing Bankers*

Data-Processing Management Association®

Department of Trade and Industry — National Physical Laboratory*

Department of Trade and Industry Computer Advisory Service Technical Support Unit*

Electricity Council, the Central Electricity Generating Board and the Area Boards in England and
Wales*

Electronic Engineering Association®

Engineering Equipment Users’ Association

Government Communications Headquarters

Institute of Cost and Works Accountants

Institute of Municipal Treasurers and Accountants (Incorporated)

Institution of Electrical Engineers*

Institution of Mechanical Engineers

London Transport Executive

Ministry of Defence — Royal Aircraft Establishment

National Coal Board*

National Computing Centre Limited

National Research Development Corporation

Post Office*

Society of British Aerospace Companies*

Technical Section of the British Paper and Board Makers’ Association

Telecommunication Engineering and Manufacturing Association®

The Government departments and scientific and industrial organizations
marked with an asterisk in the above list, together with the following, were
directly represented on the committee entrusted with the preparation of this
British Standard:

Department of the Environment

H.M. Stationery Office

Institution of Electronic and Radio Engineers

Ministry of Defence (STAN 10)

Radio and Electronic Component Manufacturers’ Federation
Scientific Instrument Manufacturers’ Association of Great Britain
United Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority

This British Standard, having
been approved by the Data
Processing Industry Standards
Committee, was published
under the authority of the Amendments issued since publication
Executive Board on
14 August 1972

Amd. No. Date of issue Comments
© BSI 12-1999

2033 June 1976 Indicated by a sideline in the margin

The following references relate to
the work on this standard:
Committee reference DPE/4
Draft for approval 71/35166
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Foreword

This British Standard has been published under the authority of the Data
Processing Industry Standards Committee.

Work on magnetic disk packs began at the International Organization for
Standardization (ISO) in June, 1968, with the setting up of a Working Group
under the Secretariat of Germany. The first meeting of the Working Group took
place in June, 1969, when it was quickly established that International
Standards were desirable for a six-disk pack. Since that date, work on this
standard has been carried out concurrently with the international discussions. It
was realized that because of the rapid development taking place in the data
processing industry, standardization on this initial project should be completed
as quickly as possible.

This Part of the standard specifies a variable length track format for six-disk
packs, detailing the patterns of magnetization on the disks to be used to record
Data Blocks of variable length with or without the use of keys. The specified
format is based on current practice; disk packs recorded according to this Part of
the standard and also conforming to the requirements of Part 1 of this Standard
may be used for data interchange.

It is the intention that future international work will be directed to the
introduction of new format and labelling standards of more universal application,
since limitations exist in the general use of the present standard for interchange.
Use of binary code within 8-bit groups (bytes or octets) is specified for control
characters (some groups are specified in hexadecimal notation for convenience),
and information in key and Data Blocks is also specified in 8-bit bytes, using the
UK 7-bit data code (see “The United Kingdom 7-bit data code
(ISO-7-UK)”) or, by agreement between the sender and the recipient, any 7-bit
or 8-bit code structured in accordance with BS 4953 “Code extension techniques
for use with the United Kingdom 7-bit data code”. Use of binary code for control
purposes avoids the need to modify existing equipment; most control functions
are usually implemented by hardware. Since control information is visible to
operating system software, such an arrangement may not prove to be suitable for
a general format specification for interchange between dissimilar systems.
However, any future changes are unlikely to be applied to six-disk systems.

A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages 1 and ii,
pages 1 to 6, an inside back cover and a back cover.

This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on the

inside front cover. Documents
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