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Foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the authority of the Mechanical Engineering Industry Standards
Committee in order to specify the requirements necessary to ensure that chain lever hoists are safe and efficient
in use. The specification of these essential requirements is not intended to inhibit individual design. This standard
requires that the chain lever hoists satisfy a specific load performance, and provision is made for optional tests to
prove the design. In this connection reference is made in 9.1 to serially produced equipment. For the purposes of
this standard ‘serially produced’ has been taken to mean equipment produced in sequence, to a given design and
under the same production conditions, so as to ensure a minimum variation in the quality level. The size of

series has not been considered, but each series would be considered to be ended as soon as there is any change to
the design or method of manufacture. Therefore, an overall design factor of safety is not required and is not given
in this standard.

The chain lever hoists specified in this standard are intended for use with load chain and hooks as specified in the
relevant British Standards. However, where an equivalent but more recent ISO standard exists, which has been
fully accepted in this country, it may be adopted until the British Standard is revised to implement it.

The concept of working load limit is incorporated in this British Standard. Working load limit is the designed

maximum safe working load and has been introduced to allow items of lifting equipment to be derated and still

conform to the relevant British Standard. Such derating would normally only be introduced at the request of a

purchaser where experience of use under particular conditions of service (see Appendix B) has indicated the

necessity. Thus, normally the safe working load would be equal to the working load limit. It should be noted

that equipment will always be tested at a proof load which has been based on the working load limit and will

always be marked with the safe working load specified by the purchaser. In the case of chain lever hoists used for

hauling, the working load is considered to be equivalent to the force sustained by the load chain, and this will be

equal to the sum of both the gravitational and the frictional forces. D ocuments
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