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BS 507 : 1985

Foreword

This revision of this British Standard, one of a series for
solvents and allied products, has been prepared under the
direction of the Chemicals Standards Committee and
supersedes BS 507 : 1966, which is withdrawn. It comprises
a specification for ethanol to meet the requirements of a
wide range of industrial users. It does not, however, apply
to material intended for medicinal use, which is included in
the British Pharmacopoeia.

First published in 1933, and last revised in 1966, the
standard has again been revised, primarily to take account
of metrication. In particular, the strength of the material is
now expressed as a percentage by volume instead of
degrees over proof (O.P.). However, it also differs from the
previous edition in that the requirement for residue on
evaporation has been altered from 0.01 % to 0.005 % and
new requirements have been introduced in respect of
permanganate time and methanol content.

The test methods associated with the specifications are not
included. Instead, reference is made to BS 6392, a new
British Standard which implements ISO 1388, a
comprehensive series of tests for commercial grades of
ethanol prepared, with the active participation of the
United Kingdom, by Technical Committee 47 ‘Chemistry’
of the International Organization for Standardization (I1SO).
For many purposes, for example in various analytical
procedures, industrial methylated spirits complying with
BS 3591 may be used as an alternative to ethanol. In such
cases, it is not permissible to use duty-free ethanol,

received under the provisions of The Alcoholic Liquor
Duties Act, 1979, Section 10.

At the time of publication of this British Standard,
no corresponding international standard exists.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations.
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