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Foreword
This Part of this British Standard has been prepared under the authority of the Plastics Industry Standards
Committee.

Flexible PVC flooring falls into the following two main categories:

(1) unbacked;

(2) backed.

Unbacked flexible PVC flooring is dealt with in BS 3261, ‘Unbacked flexible PVC flooring’. The present
standard concerns backed flexible PVC flooring and is in separate parts, each of which specifies requirements
for flooring with a particular kind of backing material. This first part is for material backed with needle-loom
felt. It is intended to publish other parts dealing with backings of flexible cellular materials, woven fabrics,
cork compositions and inorganic fibre felt.

It is realized that the colour of materials covered by this standard will have an important influence on the
visual effect of room surfaces, and attention is drawn to DD 17, ‘Basic range for the co-ordination of colours
for building purposes’.

Certification. Attention is drawn to the certification facilities described on the inside back cover of this standard.
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British Standard Specification for

Backed flexible PVC flooring

Part 1. Needle-loom felt backed flooring

1. Scope

This Part of this British Standard specifies requirements for flexible PVC flooring with a wear layer, an underlayer
and a backing of needle-loom felt. The wear layer may be either opaque or clear; it may be plain or multicoloured
and its surface may be smooth or embossed.

NOTE. The titles of the British Standards referred to in this standard are listed on the inside back cover.

2. Materials

The wear layer and underlayer shall consist of polymeric material blended, if necessary, with fillers and pigments.
The polymeric material may be either vinyl chloride polymer or vinyl chloride copolymer or a mixture of these.
It shall be compounded with suitable plasticizers and stabilizers. The backing shall be a needle-loom felt
consisting of natural fibres needled into a hessian support.

3. Colour and surface characteristics

The flooring shall have a uniform wearing surface. The colour and also the pattern, marbling or mottling,

if present, shall extend through the full thickness of the wear layer and shall match a sample agreed upon by
the purchaser and the supplier. Flooring having an embossed surface or other design effects penetrating only
part of the thickness, may be supplied as agreed between the purchaser and the supplier. The permanence of
such surfaces will be dependent on the traffic density and should be a consideration in the choice of these
types.

NOTE. In normal manufacture, flooring from different batches may vary somewhat in colour. A variation in marbling or
mottling is characteristic of the material.

4. Dimensions

Unless otherwise specified by special arrangement between the purchaser and the supplier, the material shall
be in rolls having one of the following widths:

1.5m

2.0 m.
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