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Foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the direction of the Health Care
Standards Policy Committee and supersedes BS 5104:1974, which is withdrawn.

BS 5104 was first published in 1974 and gave requirements for three sizes of
adjustable height walking frames based on tests carried out on various types of
walking frame that have been found to be satisfactory in use. It was amended
in 1985 by the publication of AMD 4709, which increased the maximum height to
which the frames could be adjusted, and made also, together with the second
amendment AMD 5379 in 1987, a number of minor changes.

This edition of BS 5104 incorporates the published amendments and introduces
technical changes to bring the standard up-to-date but it does not reflect a full
review of the standard, which will be undertaken in due course. This edition
introduces a wider range of surface finishes for aluminium walking frames and
components, a greater range of height adjustment and a requirement that the
walking frame be marked with the batch number. The requirement for leg
extensions to be captive has been deleted so as to facilitate changing the
extensions.

Attention is drawn to the Manufacturer’s Registration Scheme administered by
the Department of Health.

Product certification. Users of this British Standard are advised to consider the
desirability of third party certification of product conformity with this

British Standard based on testing and continuing surveillance, which may be
coupled with assessment of a supplier’s quality systems against the appropriate
Part of BS 5750.

Enquiries as to the availability of third party certification schemes will be
forwarded by BSI to the Association of Certification Bodies. If a third party
certification scheme does not already exist, users should consider approaching an
appropriate body from the list of Association members.

A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages 1 and 11,
pages 1 to 6, an inside back cover and a back cover.

This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on the
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