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Foreword

4’—*
This British Standard specifies a method of asqessmg the efficiency of heanng protectors by determination of
real-ear attenuation at threshold on a number of subjects. The standard, being a method of measurement, does
not lay down minimum values of attenuation. It also does not give the number of samples to be tested, nor are
other factors affecting the use of hearing protectors, such as comfort and durahility, considered.

This method is intended primarily for use with fully developed hearing protectors and is not necessarily the -~

most appropriate method for use in the design of new types of hearing protector. .

No particular method of generating the diffuse sound field required in the test has been specified as this could
limit the number of laboratories capable of carrying out the test. A method by wh:ch a suitable fi eld can be
obtained and a typical list of test apparatus are described in Appendices A and .
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