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The Surgical Instruments and Medical Appliances Industry Standards 
Committee, under whose supervision this British Standard was prepared, 
consists of representatives from the following Government departments and 
professional and industrial organizations:

British Dental Association

British Medical Association

British Rubber Manufacturers’ Association Ltd.

British Institute of Surgical Technicians

British Surgical Trades Association (Incorporated)

Department of Health and Social Security*
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Medical Defence Union
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Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons

Royal Institute of Public Health and Hygiene

Scientific Instrument Manufacturers’ Association of Great Britain

The organizations marked with an asterisk in the above list, together with the 
following, were directly represented on the committee entrusted with the 
preparation of this British Standard.

Association of Clinical Biochemists

Association of Clinical Pathologists

British Laboratory Ware Association Ltd

British Plastics Federation

British Society for Haematology

Epidemiology Sub-committee of the (Scottish) Standing Advisory Committee on Laboratory 
Services
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Foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the authority of the Surgical 
Instruments and Medical Appliances Industry Standards Committee following a 
request from the Association of Clinical Pathologists. A request from the British 
Committee for Standards in Haematology to consider standardization of medical 
specimen containers for blood resulted in the publication of BS 4851 “Medical 
specimen containers for haematology and biochemistry” and this was followed by 
a request to consider the standardization of containers for microbiology.
In both standards particular attention has been paid to requirements to minimize 
the health hazard arising from leakage, from fine spray or from the spread of 
airborne particles when opening a container holding a specimen.
Certification. It is strongly recommended that in view of the nature of this 
specification manufacturers and purchases should make use of the certification 
facilities described on the inside back cover of this standard.
A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, 
pages 1 to 6, an inside back cover and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on the 
inside front cover.
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