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Foreword

This British Standard is one of the series based on specifica-
tions of the Department of Health and Social Security and
is published under the authority of the Bedding Standards

Committee.
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This standard does not include requirements for flamma-
bility of the pillows. The reason is that taking account of
other bedding items used with the pillow (i.e. a mattress
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and cover, sheets, blankets and counterpane, which
represent the fuel load), research has shown that a pillow
made from flame-retardant foam does not reduce the
hazard nor is there at the present time an inherently flame-
retardant flexible material that meets the requirements of

this standard.
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AMD 3988
Amendment No. 1

published and effective from 30 June 1982
to BS 5223 : Part 3 : 1976

Hospital bedding
Part 3. Flexible polyurethane pillows

Revised text

AMD 3988 Clause 7.4 Adhesion requirements

June 1982 In lines 2 and 3, delete ‘shall have a tensile strength not less than 29 N’ and substitute
‘shall be such that the minimum breaking force shall be 29 N’.

AMD 3988 Appendix B. Adhesion test
June 1982 Delete the existing text and substitute the following:

‘A specimen 75 mm wide and 150 mm long of the pillow
seam or of the pad and sheet shall be prepared having the
joint running at right angles to the 150 mm dimension and
approximately in the centre of this length. This specimen
shall be boiled in sodium hydroxide solution (¢ NaOH =

1 mol/L i.e. 40 g NaOH per litre) for 10 min and then
thoroughly rinsed in running tap water and dried at
ambient temperature. The specimen shall then be
conditioned and tested using the apparatus and general
procedure of BS 4443 : Part 1 : Method 3. The whole
specimen, instead of individual dumb-bells, shall be secured
symmetrically in the clamps with the seam midway
between and parallel to the edges of the two clamps, and
the force to break the sample shall be recorded.’
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