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Foreword

This Part of BS 5228, which has been prepared under the
direction of the Basic Data and Performance Criteria for
Civil Engineering and Building Structures Standards
Committee, covers the control of noise from construction
sites and from other open sites.

BS 5228 has been revised to include the considerable
amount of research and experience which has accumulated
since BS 5228 : 1975 was published, together with the need
for wider guidance on noise control both for specialist
operations within the construction industry and from open
sites other than construction sites.

This standard refers to the need for the protection of
persons living and working in the vicinity of such sites and
those working on the sites from noise. It recommends
procedures for noise control in respect of construction and
open site operations and aims to assist architects,
contractors and site operatives, designers, developers,
engineers, local authority environmental health officers
and planners, regarding the control of noise.

The recommendations do not cover vibration but it should
be borne in mind that vibration can be the cause of serious
disturbance and inconvenience to anyone exposed to it.
The Control of Pollution Act 1974 and (in Northern
Ireland) the Pollution Control and Local Government
(Northern Ireland) Order 1978 which define noise as
including vibration (Section 73(1) of the 1974 Act and
Article 53 of the 1978 Order), contain provisions for the
abatement of nuisances caused by noise and vibration.

* In course of preparation.
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Figure
1. Procedures to control construction noise
under the Control of Pollution Act 4

It should be noted that BSI has published a British
Standard, BS 6472, covering the human response to
vibration in structures. BS| has commenced drafting work
for a new British Standard covering the measurement and
evaluation of vibration shock in stationary structures.
Work is also proceeding within BS! upon the subject of
the vibration loading of building structures.

This standard consists of the following Parts.

Part 1. Code of practice for basic information and
procedures for noise control

Part 2. Guide to noise control legislation for
construction and demolition, including road
construction and maintenance

Part 3. Code of practice for noise control applicable to
surface coal extraction by opencast methods

Part 4. Code of practice for noise control applicable to

piling operations™
Part 1 of this standard is common to all the types of work
covered by the other Parts of this standard which should be
read in conjunction with Part 1. Other Parts will be
published in due course as and when required by industry.

BS 5228 : Part 1 : 1984 supersedes BS 5228 : 1975 which
is withdrawn.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations. In particular,
attention is drawn to the Control of Pollution Act 1974
Part III (Noise) and to the Health and Safety at Work etc.
Act 1974 (in Northern Ireland, the Pollution Control and
Local Government (Northern Ireland) Order 1978 and the
Health and Safety at Work (Northern Ireland) Order 1978).
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0. Introduction

Construction and demolition works can pose different
problems of noise control compared with most other types
of industrial activity for the following reasons.

{a) They are mainly carried out in the open.

(b) They are of temporary duration although they can
cause great disturbance while they last.

(c) The noise they make arises from many different
activities and kinds of plant and its intensity and
character can vary greatly at different phases of the
work.

(d) The sites cannot be excluded by planning control,
as factories can, from areas that are sensitive to noise.

If a site upon which construction or demolition work will
be carried out involves an existing operational railway,
special features which are significant in relation to noise
control have to be taken into account. Advice should be
sought in such cases from the appropriate railway
authorities.

Much of the noise from construction and demolition sites is
generated by machinery. Increased mechanization has
brought about the use of more powerful and potentially
noisier machines. It is now widely recognized that the noise
levels so generated are unacceptable in many instances and
that reductions are necessary for the benefit of both the
industry and the public.

1. Scope

This Part of BS 5228 gives guidance on the legislation
covering construction and demolition, including road
construction and maintenance.

NOTE 1. This Part of this standard should be read in conjunction
with BS 5228 : Part 1.

NOTE 2. The titles of the publications referred to in this standard
are listed on the inside back cover.

2. Definitions

For the purposes of this Part of BS 5228, the definitions
given in BS 5228 : Part 1 apply.

NOTE. The use of the word ‘construction’ in this Part of this
standard includes demolition and maintenance.

3. Legislative background

Attention is drawn to the following publications, which
were current at the date of publication of this Part of this
standard.

{a) Control of Pollution Act 1974,
(b) Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974.

(c) Health and Safety at Work (Northern Ireland) Order
1978.
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(d) Land Compensation Act 1973.

(e) Land Compensation {Scotland) Act 1973 (in
Northern Ireland, the Land Acquisition and
Compensation (Northern Ireland) Order, 1973).

(f) Noise Insulation Regulations 1975 {in Scotland,
the Noise Insulation (Scotland) Regulations 1975).

(g) Poliution Control and Local Government {(Northern
Ireland) Order 1978.

(h) Public Health Act 1961.
(i) Woodworking Machines Regulations 1974.

4. Guidance notes on legislation

4.1 General. This information on procedures is given for
guidance purposes only and attention is drawn to the
relevant Acts.

4.2 Control of Pollution Act 1974. The Control of
Pollution Act 1974 gives local authorities powers for
controlling noise from construction sites and other similar
works. These powers may be exercised either before works
start or after they have started. In Northern lIreland,
similar provision is made in the Pollution Control and
‘Local Government (Northern Iretand) Order 1978.
Contractors, or persons arranging for works to be carried
out, also have the opportunity to take the initiative and ask
local authorities to make their noise control requirements
known. Because of an emphasis upon getting noise
questions settled before work starts, implications exist for
traditional tender and contract procedures (see 4.5).

4.3 Notices under Section 60 of the Control of Pollution
Act 1974. Section 60 enables a local authority, in whose
area work is going to be carried out, or is being carried out,
to serve a notice of its requirements for the control of site
noise on the person who appears to the local authority to
be carrying out the works and on such other persons
appearing to the local authority to be responsible for,

or to have control over, the carrying out of the works.
This notice can perform the following.

(a) Specify the plant or machinery that is or is not to be
used. However, before specifying any particular methods
or plant or machinery a local authority has to consider
the desirability, in the interests of the recipient of the
notice in question, of specifying other methods or plant
or machinery that will be substantially as effective in
minimizing noise and that will be more acceptable to
the recipient.

(b) Specify the hours during WhiDﬁtfl’,l‘n'I'emS

work can be carried or't.
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