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Foreword

This British Standard, prepared at the request of the
Arboricultural Association, covers the category of
trees falling between that dealt with by BS 3936
‘Nursery stock’, Part 1 ‘Trees and shrubs’, and that
dealt with by BS 4043 ‘Transplanting semi-mature
trees’,

The recommendations for the minimum size of a
heavy standard tree (see 5.1) on transplantation to its
final site are made in general terms only and this
British Standard does not provide a prospective
purchaser with the full information upon which a
specification for a particular species or variety may be
based. The BSI committee responsible for this
standard, while realizing that clearer guidance on
dimensions would seem useful to the non-expert,
came to the conclusion that the natural wide
variations in size between species and varieties made
impossible the inclusion of any firm recommendation
on minimum size (e.g. stem circumference in relation
to overall height) that would be general and yet
useful, Similarly, the committee concluded that it
was impracticable to compile a list showing for each
species and variety any individual size reccommenda-
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tion with which reputable suppliers would guarantee
to comply in everyday commercial circumstances for
every tree in a batch, In this connection inspection of
the trees by an experienced person before purchase is
of the greatest value,

This standard has been drafted so as to be
compatible with the ‘Quotation form' agreed jointly
between the Institute of Park and Recreation
Administration, the British Association of Landscape
Industries, the Horticultural Trades Association and
the National Farmers' Union.

The units used in this standard are those of the
International System (SI), or related units, Following
the advice of the committee responsible for this
standard, approximate equivalents in imperial units
have been added because it is believed that the
adoption by the trade of SI units is not yet general
enough for the standard to be otherwise readily used.

Appendix A describes two additional methods of
supporting the newly planted tree; both methods are
commonly used although not recommended by this
standard for general use. Appendix B gives brief
guidelines for a possible system of maintenance.
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Recommendations for

Cultivation and planting of trees
in the advanced nursery stock category

1. Scope

This British Standard contains recommendations

for the cultivation and planting of trees intermediate
in size and mass between ordinary nursery stock (as
specified by BS 3936: Part 1) and semi-mature trees
(as defined in BS 4043) and suitable to be trans-
planted and grown for amenity purposes.

2. References

The titles of the British Standards referred to in this
standard are listed on the inside back cover,

3. Definition

For the purposes of this British Standard, the
following definition applies:

advanced nursery stock (of trees). Trees transplanted
from their original site and grown-on for transplanting
to their final site at an advanced stage of growth.
Their height is normally between 3.6 mand 6 m

(12 ft and 20 ft) in the case of deciduous trees and
between 2mand 3.5m (6 ft 6 inand 11 ft 6 in) in
the case of conifers.

NOTE 1. Various forms of tree supplied as advanced nursery
stock are described in clause 5.

NOTE 2. Other terms used in this standard are defined in
BS 3975.

4, General recommendations for trees

4.1 Nomenclature and propagation. Trees should be
true to name, Those which are normally propagated
vegetatively should, if grown from seed, be stated to
have been so produced. If the trees have been high-
worked this should always be stated, Other informa-
tion on the method of propagation should be made
available to a prospective purchaser on request.

4.2 Growing-on. When planting trees selected for the
production of advanced nursery stock, incorporation
of enriched compost or peat (complying with

BS 4156) is recommended to ensure a proliferation
of fibrous root.

The trees should be transplanted from their
original site and adequately spaced for even growth
and proper maintenance according to species or
cultivar. The appropriate spacing will vary according
to the habit of the tree (e.g. spreading or fastigiate)
and to whether or not subsequent thinning is
intended,

The trees should be cultivated so as to ensure that
they have an adequate root system conducive to
successful transplantation. To this end, there should
be a reasonable balance between the size of the tree
and the amount of roots.

Trees that are to be sold in containers should be
grown-on so as to have, at the time of sale, a root
system well established within the container, The
size of the container should be in proportion to the
size of the tree at the time of sale.

NOTE. Experience shows that for the growing-on of trees
the diameter of the container should be 12 times the stem

diameter (measured 1 m (3 ft) above the soil Jine) at the
titne of sale.

4.3 Description, The height and spread measurements
of trees should be made available to a prospective
purchaser on request or by inspection, and in the case
of trees other than conifers and multi-stemmed trees,
the stem diameter or circumference at 1 m (3 ft)
above ground level should be similarly available.

(See figure 1 for a key to dimensions.)

4.4 Lifting

4.4.1 Choice of technique, Balling or wrapping of the
root system is essential for evergreens and is preferred
for other subjects. Some species do not tolerate lifting
with bare roots. It is recommended that, in general,
all trees should be lifted with balled or wrapped roots,
in accordance with 4.4.2 or 4.4.3 respectively. Trees
should be lifted with bare roots (in accordance with
4.4.4) only when agreement to this procedure has
been reached between the interested parties.
4.4.2 Balled roots. The root system, together with its
original ball of soil, should be lifted and securely
wrapped with hessian, polyethylene, or other
suitable material.

The lifted root-ball should be intact, firm and free
from pernicious perennial weeds.

4.4.3 Wrapped roots. The tree should be lifted with a
root system sufficient to compensate for the lack of
fibrous roots. The spaces between the lifted roots
should be packed with moist vegetable material (e.g.
straw) before being wrapped (see 4.6.2).

NOTE. This technique should be used for those species (e.g.
Allanthus, Catalpa, Robinia) that tend naturally when lifted

not to retain their fibrous roots and the soil surrounding the
roots,

4.4.4 Bare roots. Trees should be lifted with their
fibrous root systems substantially intact and in a
condition suitable for successful transplantation,
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