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Foreword

This Part of BS 5343 has been prepared under the direction
of the Personal Safety Equipment Standards Committee.
This revision is being published in two Parts. Part 1 specifies
requirements for short term gas detector tubes. Part 2*
specifies requirements for long term gas detector tubes.
This Part (Part 1) supersedes BS 5343, which is withdrawn.
This British Standard has been prepared to assist those
responsible for assessing the hazards posed by the presence
of toxic gases or vapours by establishing standard
performance requirements for gas detector tubes.

A detector tube is a glass tube containing a chemical
reagent in which a colour change may be produced when a
sample of the atmosphere is drawn through it. The length
of the stain produced, or a comparison of the colour change
with a set of standard colours, provides a measure of the
level of contamination by a specified gas or vapour.

A guide to the acceptability, or unacceptability, of the
measured concentrations is provided by ‘Occupational
Exposure Limits’ published annually by the Health and
Safety Executivet. Recommendations for the use of short
term gas detector tubes are given in appendix B.

1t is recommended that length-of-stain tubes should be used
whenever possible as they provide for greater accuracy and
more objective measurement than colour-match tubes.

This revision introduces changes to the requirements for
the aspirating pump and to the method for testing the
aspirating pump. Additions to the marking requirements
have also been introduced.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations.

* |n preparation. Documents
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