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Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity from legal obligations.

Foreword

This Part of this British Standard has been prepared under
the direction of the Personal Safety Equipment Standards
Committee.

BS 5378, originally published in 1976, was revised in 1980
to bring it into line with EEC Directive 77/5676/EEC, and in
preparation for legislation® in the UK to implement the
Directive. The revised edition consisted of two Parts; Part 1
dealing with basic principles and Part 2 giving guidance on
the preferred sizes of signs and on the colorimetric and
photometric properties of materials.

In addition to those signs required by legislation and
included in BS 5378 : Part 1, the Technical Committee
considered that a further Part of this standard was required
to cover additional signs.

This Part utilizes the principles established in BS 5378 :

Part 1 concerning the shape, colour and symbols. It is hoped
therefore that these signs will reduce any confusion and be
readily identifiable within the system introduced by

BS b378 : Part 1.

Examples of signs concerned with fire safety are contained
in BS 5499 : Part 1, public information symbols are
included in BS 6034, and signs for laser equipment in

BS 4803. A sign is included for non-ionizing radiation,
replacing that given in BS 4765 which is withdrawn on
publication of this Part of this standard.

Documents

*Statutory Instrument 1980 No. 1471 'The Safety Signs Regulations 1980".
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British Standard
Safety signs and colours

Part 3. Specification for additional signs to those given in BS 5378 : Part 1

1. Scope

This Part of this British Standard specifies safety signs
additional to those given in BS 5378 : Part 1, but utilizes
the principles of sign design and colour contained in that
same Part. lllustrations of these signs are given in
appendix A. Advice on the selection and use of safety
signs is given in appendix B.

NOTE. The titles of the publications referred to in this Part of
this standard are listed on the inside back cover.

2. Definitions

For the purposes of this Part of this standard the defini-
tions given in BS 5378 : Part 1 apply.

3. Safety signs

3.1 General. Whenever possible, the safety sign shall
comply with the appropriate sign in appendix A of

BS 5378 : Part 1 : 1980 or the appropriate layout des-
cribed in 5.2 of BS 5378 : Part 1 : 1980. Where a safety
sign in appendix A of this Part of BS 56378 is appropriate to
convey a particular meaning, that safety sign shall be used.

3.2 Design of symbols. The design of symbols shall be as
simple as possible and details not essential for the under-
standing of the message shall be omitted.

NOTE. If text is required in addition to a symbol it is recommended
that this be included in a supplementary sign (see clause 4).
Caution signs shall show the nature of the danger.
Mandatory signs shall show only what is being mandated
and prohibition signs shall show only what, or who,

is prohibited.

3.3 Colour, shape and layout. The colour, shape and layout
of the signs shall comply with BS 5378 : Part 1 and the
colorimetric and photometric properties shall comply with
BS b378 : Part 2.
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4. Supplementary signs

It is recognized that supplementary signs (text only) may
sometimes aid the understanding of a particular sign.

If a supplementary sign is used, it shall be oblong or square
and so placed that it is clearly associated with the sign.

The background colour shall be either white with the text
in black, or the background colour shall be the same as the
safety colour used on the safety sign it is supplementing,
with the text in the relevant contrasting colour.

5. Lettering

5.1 Standard lettering for signs. The letter style shall be
preferably Helvetica Medium, e.g.

Helvetica Medium

but a similar letter style shall be acceptable provided that:

(a) the widths of the stroke of any letter of that style do
not vary by more than 10 % throughout;

(b) the style is not condensed, expanded, italic, outline
or shaded;

(c) the letters are individually formed and not joined
together;

(d) the width of the letter is not less than 70 % of the
height of the letter as defined by the letter X.

5.2 Sign text. In any text on a supplementary sign the
initial letter of a sentence or proper noun shall be upper
case and the remainder of the lettering shall be lower case,
except for the words of a heading, or an imperative,

or a cautionary word which may be all in upper case.

The first letter of the subsequent word shall be upper case.
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Appendix A

Examples of safety signs and their meanings

NOTE. The wording given opposite the examples of safety signs explains the meaning of the signs. If text on a supplementary sign is
considered necessary, then this wording, or other wording to the same effect, may be used.

Safety sign

Meaning

A.1 Prohibition signs

A1

(General) prohibition

NOTE, This is the sign as given in 5.2.1 of
BS 5378 : Part 1 : 1980. This is to be used
where no suitable symbol is given in either
Part 1 or in this Part of BS 5378,

and it should be supplemented with
appropriate text on a supplementary sign

A.1.2

Do not use ladder

A.1.3

Do not operate

A.2 Warning signs

A.2.1

(General) hazard

NOTE., This is the sign given in A.2.9 of
BS 5378 : Part 1 : 1980. This is to be used
where no suitable symbol is given either in
Part 1 or in this Part of BS 6378, and it
should be supplemented with appropriate
text on a supplementary sign
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