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Foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the authority of the Sanitary 
Appliances Standards Committee and at the request of the Department of the 
Environment and The Building Research Establishment.
Spray taps provide a quick, hygienic method of washing under running water. 
The use of spray taps appreciably reduces the total amount of water used for 
handwashing.
Spray “mixing” taps, which incorporate a mixing function operated by the user, 
are not specified in this standard, but it is intended to prepare a separate British 
Standard dealing with them. They possess characteristics similar to those of 
spray taps but they are also able to accept hot and cold water supplies and mix 
them for delivery at a temperature to suit the user.
The factors governing the use of spray taps, and their associated plumbing 
systems, are numerous. Pending the inclusion of a statement on design 
considerations in the relevant British Standard codes of practice, and the issue of 
British Standard specifications for special wash basins and troughs for spray 
taps, Appendix E and Appendix F to this present standard set out some basic 
considerations.
A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, 
pages 1 to 8, an inside back cover and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on the 
inside front cover.
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Section 1. General

1 Scope
This British Standard specifies requirements for the 
materials, design, construction, dimensions and 
testing of two forms of spray taps: pillar spray taps 
and bib spray taps.

2 References
The titles of the publications referred to in this 
standard are listed on the inside back cover.

3 Definitions
For the purposes of this British Standard the 
following definitions apply. Reference should be 
made to BS 4118, (from which definitions 3.1 
and 3.2 are taken) for other definitions.

3.1 
spray tap

a tap supplied with water at a predetermined 
temperature which it delivers, at a restricted rate of 
flow, in the form of a spray
NOTE A bib spray tap is supplied with water through a 
horizontal inlet and a pillar spray tap is supplied with water 
through a vertical inlet.

3.2 
dead-leg

a length of hot water pipe leading to a draw-off point 
and not forming part of a circuit

3.3 
flow restrictor

that component of a spray tap, not being the spray 
outlet, which governs or restricts the rate of 
discharge

3.4 
spray outlet

a fitting that is attached to the outlet of a tap and 
causes water passing through it to break up into a 
spray

3.5 
tap platform

a flat horizontal part of a wash basin provided for 
the mounting of a tap

4 Nominal size
The nominal size of spray taps with both rising and 
non-rising spindles shall be " nominal size.

5 Marking
5.1 Spray taps. Spray taps shall be legibly and 
permanently marked with the following 
information:

a) the manufacturer’s name or mark;
b) the number of this British Standard, 
i.e. BS 5388.

Additional markings are not precluded 
(e.g. BS 1010-1 or BS 1010-2 or performance 
standards, when published (see clause 6).
5.2 Non-adjustable flow restrictors. 
Non-adjustable flow restrictors shall be legibly 
marked with the flow restrictor number 
(see Table 1).

Section 2. Dimensions, design and 
construction

6 General
The design and construction of spray taps shall be 
as specified in BS 1010-1 or BS 1010-2 or in 
BS 5412, BS 5413-1 and BS 5413-3 (in course of 
preparation) except for those features specified in 
section 2 of this standard.

7 Dimensions
7.1 Pillar spray taps. Pillar spray taps shall have 
the dimensional features shown in Figure 1.
7.2 Bib spray taps. Bib spray taps shall have the 
dimensional features shown in Figure 2.

8 Materials
8.1 General. Component parts of spray taps, other 
than those specified in 8.2 and 8.3, shall be made of 
any of the materials specified in BS 1010-2 for 
comparable parts. The materials used in the 
construction of spray taps and which are in contact 
with the supply water shall not constitute a toxic 
hazard and shall not foster microbiological growth 
or give rise to taste, odour, cloudiness or 
discoloration of the water. Attention is drawn to 
National Water Council requirements in this 
respect.
8.2 Spray outlets. Spray outlets shall be made of 
one or more of the following materials:

a) one of the non-ferrous metals specified in 
BS 1010-2;
b) stainless steel as specified in BS 970-4, 
grades 302 S25, 304 S15, 303 S21;
c) acetal, polypropylene, high density 
polyethylene, acrylonitrile butadiene styrene 
(ABS), polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE) or not less 
suitable material.
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