BRITISH STANDARD BS 5401:1990

Guide to

Information content
and presentation of
operators’ manuals
provided for tractors
and machinery for
agriculture and
forestry

NO COPYING WITHOUT BSI PERMISSION EXCEPT AS PERMITTED BY COPYRIGHT LAW

Document Sharing Hub

Full document details: BS 5401:1990


http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-5401-1990
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-5401-1990

BS 5401:1990

Committees responsible for this
British Standard

The preparation of this British Standard was entrusted by the Agricultural
Machinery and Implements Standards Policy Committee (AGE/-) to Technical
Committee AGE/26, upon which the following bodies were represented:

AFRC Institute of Engineering Research
Agricultural Engineering Association
Agricultural Training Board

Association of Agricultural Education Staffs
British Agricultural and Garden Machinery Association Ltd.
Department of Transport

Forestry Commission

Health and Safety Executive

National Farmers’ Union

National Proficiency Tests Council
Transport and General Workers Union

This British Standard, having
been prepared under the
direction of the Agricultural
Machinery and Implements
Standards Policy Committee,
was published under the
authority of the Board of

BSI and comes into effect on
30 September 1990

© BSI 12-1999 . . L
Amendments issued since publication

First published September 1976

Second edition February 1982 Amd. No. Date Comments
Third edition September 1990

The following BSI references
relate to the work on this
standard:

Committee reference AGE/26
Draft for comment 89/72777 DC

ISBN 0 580 18287 8 Documents

Document Sharing Hub

Full document details: BS 5401:1990


http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-5401-1990
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-5401-1990

BS 5401:1990

Contents

Page
Committees responsible Inside front cover
Foreword 111
Section 1. Content
1.1 Scope
1.2 Definitions

1.2.1 Left-hand side
1.2.2 Right-hand side

1.3 Identification of manual
1.4 Categories of information
1.5 Serial numbers

1.6 Contents

1.7 Introduction

1.8 Purpose

1.8.1 General
1.8.2 Hazards

1.9 Specifications
1.10 Safety notes and warnings
1.11 Handling, reception, transit, assembly and installation

1.11.1  General

1.11.2  Reception

1.11.3  Transit

1.11.4 Installation

1.11.5  Setting to work

1.11.6 Environment

1.11.7 Hazards

1.12 Operating information
1.13 Maintenance instructions
1.13.1  General

1.13.2 Maintenance schedules
1.13.3  Specialized tasks

1.13.4 Details of maintenance work
1.14 Storage

1.15 Parts list

1.16 Accessories and attachments
1.17 Dismantling and disposal
1.18 Warranty

1.19 Alphabetical index
Section 2. Presentation

2.1 General considerations
2.2 Writer and text

2.2.1 General

2.2.2 Writer

2.2.3 Level of the writing

2.2.4 Style of text

2.2.5 Checking

2.3 Typographic design

2.3.1 General

Ot Ut O O UL O O O UL b= i b b b b b b b b 0 W W W N -

YOO

Documents

© BSI 12-1999

Full document details: BS 5401:1990

Document Sharing Hyb


http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-5401-1990
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-5401-1990

BS 5401:1990

Page
2.3.2 Colour 6
2.3.3 Reproduction 7
2.3.4 Type size 7
2.3.5 Margins 7
2.3.6 Columns 7
2.3.7 Headings 7
2.4 Textual conventions 7
2.4.1 General 7
2.4.2 Terminology 7
2.4.3 Glossaries, abbreviations, signs and symbols 7
2.4.4 Capitals 7
2.4.5 Spelling 7
2.4.6 Measurements and quantities 7
2.4.7 Numbers 7
2.4.8 Left hand and right hand 8
2.5 Ilustrations 8
2.5.1 General 8
2.5.2 Position 8
2.5.3 Use of colour 8
2.5.4 Limitations of colour 8
2.5.5 Clarity 8
2.5.6 Scale 8
2.5.7 Charts 8
2.5.8 Tables 8
2.6 Warnings, cautions and notes 11
2.6.1 General 11
2.6.2 Warnings 11
2.6.3 Cautions 11
2.6.4 Notes 11
2.7 Numbering 11
2.7.1 General 11
2.7.2 Page numbering 11
2.7.3 Numbering of figures and tables 11
2.7.4 Cross-references 11
2.7.5 References 11
Figure 1 — Example of a tractor manufacturer’s information section 2
Figure 2 — Example of a specimen contents list 3
Figure 3 — Example of a chain saw manufacturer’s hazard information 3
Figure 4 — Example of use of illustration 9
Figure 5 — Example of tabulation 10
Table 1 — Maintenance chart 10

Publications referred to

Inside back cover

ii

Full document details: BS 5401:1990

Documents
B m Sharing Hub


http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-5401-1990
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-5401-1990

BS 5401:1990

Foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the direction of the Agricultural
Machinery and Implements Standards Policy Committee. It is a revision of
which is withdrawn. This British Standard takes note that
Section 36 and Schedule 3 of the Consumer Protection Act 1987 amend section 6
of the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974. The main effect is that designers,
manufacturers and importers have to take account of the reasonably foreseeable
circumstances of use of their product, including activities closely related to use

such as maintenance and storage, and to provide information with their product,
rather than simply make it available.

This British Standard guide has been produced to help those who provide
information on tractors, agricultural and forestry machinery in the form of
operators’ manuals. Section 1 gives guidance on the technical content of manuals.
Section 2 gives general advice on methods of presenting the information.

Manuals will vary in form, e.g. from a small metal information plate affixed to a
machine, to several volumes. A significant factor influencing the end product will
be the complexity of the machine.

Whilst in some respects the same standards of presentation should be applied to
all manuals, the materials and processes used for their presentation should be
chosen to suit the contents, bearing in mind the conditions in which the manual
will be used.

The exact nature of the information made available will depend on the
characteristics of the machine. It is for the designer, manufacturer, importer or
supplier to satisfy themselves (in consultation with each other and the user

if necessary), that the information provided will be adequate.

A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages 1 to iv,
pages 1 to 12, an inside back cover and a back cover.

This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on the

inside front cover. Documents
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