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Foreword

This British Standard forms one of a series relating to
tubular framed equipment for hospitals, and specifies
general requirements for a range of patient trolleys.

The following British Standards have been withdrawn and
are superseded by this standard:
BS 1962 Patients’ trolleys (fixed top) for indoor use in
hospitals
BS 2057 Patients’ trolleys (tilting top) for indoor use in
hospitals
BS 2563 Stretcher trolleys (without top) for indoor use
in hospitals

In recent years the design of patient trolleys has incorporated
various facilities including head end tilting controls, reverse
tilt, transfer and radio-translucent tops, side rails, foot rests
and other attachments. These modifications are continuing

in the light of changing techniques in patient care. Design
features are not covered in detail by this standard, except
where limitations are necessary for dimensional and safety

Figures Page
1. Typical arrangement of a patient trolley with

fixed top 4
2. Typical arrangement of a patient trolley with

tilting top and accessory fittings 5
3. Typical arrangement of a patent trolley without

top (for stretcher carrying) 6
4. Typical arrangement of a patient trolley with

sliding top 7
5. Details of medical gas cylinder cradle and tray

i typical positions within framework 7
6. Dimensions of hook bar and range of heights to

the effective suspension point 8
7. Dimensions of hook bars for four containers 8

reasons. It is, however, necessary to specify the basic require-
ments of patient trolleys, such as their overall dimensions,
which have to be considered in relation to the doors and
lifts, etc., of the hospital buildings. Dimensional modi-
fications have consequently been necessary, and the standard
now includes a recommendation for buffering the patient
trolley to protect the fabric of the building.

To facilitate the discharge of static electricity, it is essential
that the equipment be electrically conductive throughout
and that the patient trolley be fitted with castors having
antistatic tyres. The top is also required to be free from any
insulating coating or finish, and the accessory fittings are
required to be attached in such a way as to maintain metal
contact with the framework.

Certification. Attention is drawn to the certification facilities
described on the inside back cover.
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Amendment No. 1
published and effective from 30 November 1983

to BS 5402 : 1976

Specification for patient trolleys

Revised text

Contents
Under the heading ‘Figures’ delete the title of figure 2 and substitute ‘Figure deleted’.

Clause 1. Scope
In paragraph 1, line 6 delete ‘(see figure 2)’.

Clause 5.5 Tilting
In line 1, delete ‘The top’ and substitute ‘Controlled from the patient head end, the top’.

Clause 5.10 Castors

In paragraph 2, lines 3 and 4 delete ‘10 E 53 as specified in BS 4800 and substitute
‘colour number 309 of BS 381C'.

In paragraph 3, line 4 delete ‘BS 2050’ and substitute ‘A.4.1 of BS 2050 : 1978’.

Clause 6.1.3.1 Bend test

Delete this clause entirely and substitute the following.
‘6.1.3.1 Bend test. A finished steel test panel shall withstand
bending over an 18 mm diameter mandrel using the type 2

apparatus without cracking or loss of adhesion when tested
in accordance with BS 3900 : Part E1.’

Clause 6.1.3.3 Impact resistance test
In line 2, after ‘rupture’ insert the words ‘at an indentation depth of 3 mm’.

Clause 6.1.3.4 Scratch test
Delete the title of this clause and substitute ‘Cupping test’.
At the end of the clause insert ‘at an indentation depth of 3 mm’.

Clause 6.2.2
In line 3, delete ‘BS 1449 : Part 4’ and substitute ‘BS 1449 : Part 2.
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AMD 4382 Figure 2. Typical arrangement of a patient trolley with tilting top and
November 1983 accessory fittings
) Delete the figure and its title and substitute ‘Figure deleted.’.

AMD 4382 Standards publications referred to

November 1983 After the reference to BS 309 insert the following.
‘BS 381C Specification for colours for identification, coding and special purposes’
Delete the references for BS 1449 : Part 4 and BS 4800.

In the title for BS 2050 delete ‘conductive and anti-static’ and substitute
‘conducting and antistatic’.

AMD 4382 Back cover

November 1983 In the right hand column, paragraph 3, delete the committee reference ‘SGS/33' and
substitute ‘SGC/33'.
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