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Foreword
BS 4874 was published in 1972 to meet a requirement for

a standard governing sizes of catering containers; BS 4874 .-

specifies the overall dimensions of a range of catering .
containers and lids, based on the 5630 mm X 325 mm
module, for use in the processes of cooking, serving,
preparing, storing and transporting within and from the
kitchen.

BS 5439 is one of a series which will cover containers in a
range of materials including aluminium, stainless steel,
aluminium foil and plastics, with preferred sizes and
detailed requirements for each material.

BS 5439 covers aluminium foil containers which are
designed as once-use non-returnable functional packages,
which act both as a container and a protection for the food
product from the initial preparation until it is served.
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2. Container dimensions

No detailed requirements for lids, foil thickness, or design
are included in this standard-as contdiners are ngrmally
designed to meet user requirements and it is therefore
accepted that construction and thickness should be agreed
between the manufacturer and the user. There may be
equally satisfactory alternative combinations of design and
foil thickness for any particular use.

Similarly, the problem of microbiological contamination
was considered but it was not thought practicable to include
a specific requirement for an acceptable level of
contamination.
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BS 5439 : 1977

British Standard Specification for

Aluminium foil catering containers

1. Scope

This British Standard specifies the materials and a range of
sizes of aluminium foil containers which may be used in

the preparation, processing, freezing, cooking, cold storage,
transporting, regeneration, presentation and serving of food.
The range of sizes is selected from BS 4874 as the whole,

or as subdivisions, of the 530 mm x 325 mm plan module.
An additional preferred height of 30 mm has been added to

those agreed in 2.2 of BS 4874 : 1972 to meet the
particular requirements of the food industry.

2. References

The titles of the standards publications referred to in this
standard are listed on the inside back cover.

3. Materials

The material shall conform to one of the following
specifications.

(a) Aluminium complying with the requirements of
BS 1470, grade NS 3 or of BS 4300/7,

{b) Aluminium with a copper content of 0.2 % maximum
and otherwise complying with the requirements of
grade NS 3 or grade Sl C of BS 1470.

4, Manufacture

Each container shall be formed from a single piece of
aluminium which is blanked or otherwise cut from a
continuous reel. Each container shall be free from splits
and pin holes.

All containers shall be produced and stored in accordance
with the Food and Hygiene Act 1970 as applied to food
processes.
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5. Dimensions

Containers shall have plan dimensions and heights as given
in table 1 and shown in figures T and 2. The tolerances on
dimensions A, B, C, and D shall be + 0, — 2 mm, and on
dimension £ £ 2 mm.

Generally, containers shall have the maximum capagity
achievable within the specified dimensions, subject to the
requirement of clause 7.

6. Construction and design

The containers shall be made from aluminium foil of
uniform thickness in the range 0.050 mm to 0.250 mm.
The thickness of foil and details of construction shall be
agreed between manufacturer and user.

The strength of containers and their flanges shall be
consistent with the requirement and the safety of the user
(see foreword). :

7. Nesting

Containers of any one size shall nest one within the other
for storage and transport.

8. Packaging

The nested containers shall be packaged in suitable forms
of protective packaging; this packaging shall be legibly and
indelibly marked on the outside with the following
particulars.

(a) The manufacturer’s name or other means of
identification,

(b) The number of this British Standard, i.e. BS 5439,

{c) The container designation as shown in table 1, and
the height.
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