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British Standard Specification for

Calculators and adding machines

Part 1. Numeric section of ten-key keyboards for calculators and adding machines

Spécification des machines a calculer et des machines a additionner
Partie 1. Partie numérique des claviers réduits pour les machines a calculer et les machines & additionner

Spezifikation flir Rechen- und Additionsmaschinen
Teil 1. Numerischer Teil von Zehntasten-Klaviaturen fur Rechen- und Additionsmaschinen

Foreword

This Part of this British Standard is identical with 1SO 1092 ‘Adding machines and calculating machines — Numeric
section of ten-key keyboards’, which was developed by Subcommittee 14 of Technical Committee 95, Office machines,
of the International Organization for Standardization (1SO).

Terminology and conventions. The text of the international standard has been accepted as suitable for publication,
without deviation, as a British Standard. Certain terminology and conventions are used, however, that are not identical
with those used in British Standards. Attention is therefore drawn to_the following.

Wherever the words ‘International Standard’, relating to this publication, appear, they should be interpreted as ’British
Standard’.

The comma has been used throughout as a decimal marker. In British Standards it is current practice to use a full point
(a full stop on the baseline) as the decimal marker.
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1 SCOPE AND FIELD OF APPLICATION

This International Standard establishes the composition and
layout of ten-key keyboards for adding and calculating
machines, as well as the shape of keys, the slope of the
keyboard plane, :the maximum key stroke and the spacing
of keys.

It applies only to numerical keys which constitute ten-key
keyboards, and not to function keys employed with such a
keyboard, which may be the subject of a separate
International Standard.

2 COMPOSITION AND LAYOUT

The numeric section of a ten-key keyboard shall contain
the ten keys corresponding to the numbers 0 to 9, arranged
according to the layout illustrated in figure 1.

In addition, keys for the double zero (00), the triple
zero (000), the decimal symbol (,or.) and the minus
symbol (—) may be provided.

All zero keys shall be included in the zero zone indicated
by the reference "2 in figure 1; when multiple zero keys
are provided, they shall be arranged from left to right in the
following sequence :

0, 60, 000.

3 SHAPE OF KEYS

The top surface of all keys shall be such as to minimize the
possibility of fingers slipping off them during operation.
The key numbered 5 or the keys of the row 4, 5 and 6 may
differ perceptibly in top surface from the other keys, to
facilitate touch operation.

4 SLOPE OF KEYBOARD PLANE

In order to facilitate operation, the plane P — P containing
points corresponding to the keytop surfaces shall have an
angle o preferably between 10 and 20° with reference to
the horizontal plane H — H (see figure 2).

5 KEY STROKE

The depth of depression required to operate the keys shail
not exceed 7 mm (9/32 in).
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6 SPACING OF KEYS

The distances a and b between the centres of adjacent keys
(see figure 1) shall be :
+1,5 + 1716 ;

197 379 mm (3/4—3/64 m)
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FIGURE 1 — Plan view of keyboard

FIGURE 2 — Side elevation view of keyhoard
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