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Foreword

This code of practice has been prepared under the direction
of the Electrical lllumination Standards Committee.

CP 1004 : Part 3 ‘Lighting for lightly trafficked roads and
footways (Group B)’ was first published in 1969 as a
revision of the 1956 edition of Part 2A ‘Roads other than
traffic routes’. Since then Parts 1 and 2 have been revised
so that Part 1 ‘General principles’ is applicable to Part 2
onwards instead of being specifically related to Part 2.

In addition to listing the terms and definitions in common
use throughout all Parts of the code, Part 1 deals with
general principles of road lighting on which other Parts
are based.
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This revision of Part 3 divides subsidiary roads into two
categories.
(1) Distributor roads, some of which may require
lighting to Group A standard.
(2) Access roads.

If the recommendations contained in this Part are
followed, an acceptable standard of visibility on roads of
the width indicated and on their surrounds will be obtained.

In line with the policy to bring codes of practice into the
numbering series for British Standards, this Part of the
code is published under the number BS 5489,
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British Standard Code of practice for

Road lighting

Part 3. Lighting for subsidiary roads (Group B)

Section one. General

1. Scope

1.1 Part 3 of BS 5489 covers the functions of, and
appearance and design requirements for, Group B lighting
and makes recommendations on two lighting standards,
Group B8 and Group B5/6.

1.2 Part 3 does not cover lighting for precincts, pedestrian
areas and footpaths because local circumstances and

needs vary widely for these installations and it is considered
that such localities require specialist design, consistent with
the specific requirements of the situation, by a competent
lighting engineer in consultation with other appropriate
authorities and professional interests,

2. References

The titles of the standards publications referred to in this
standard are listed on the inside back cover.

3. Definitions

For the purposes of this Part of BS 5489 the definitions
given in BS 892, BS 4727 : Part 4 and in Part 1 of this code
of practice apply, together with the following.

3.1 primary distributor roads. Roads forming part of the
primary network of a town on which all major traffic
movement to, from and within the town is channelled.

3.2 district distributor roads. Roads which distribute
traffic within residential, industrial and principal business
districts of a town. Such roads link the primary network
with the roads within environmental areas (i.e. areas
relatively free from extraneous traffic in which consider-
ations of environment predominate over the use of
vehicles. Examples of environmental areas are town
centres comprising pedestrian areas or precincts or large
residential districts).

3.3 local distributor roads. Roads which distribute traffic
within environmental areas and which link district
distributors and access roads.

3.4 access roads. Roads which provide access from local
distributor roads to residential, business and industrial
development roads. All other minor roads which carry
only local traffic or in which environmental considerations
predominate come into this category.

3.5 footway. That portion of a road which is reserved for
pedestrians.

3.6 footpath. A means of passage for pedestrians only.
Footpaths may be across fields or open spaces, or between
buildings in residential areas, and not directly associated
with a carriageway.

4. Classification

Subsidiary road lighting is classified as Group B, which is
divided into Group B8 and Group B5/6.

4.1 Group B8. Mounting height 8 m. Group B8 lighting is
for those district and local distributor roads which, in view
of the traffic volume carried and the fact that they may be
bus routes, or for other reasons, require a higher standard
of lighting than the clearly defined access and residential
roads but do not warrant Group A standard. Typically,
these are existing two or three lane roads where waiting
vehicles and junctions with heavy cross traffic severely
limit capacity.

4.2 Group B5/6. Mounting height 5 m or 6 m. Group B5/6
lighting is usually for access and residential roads and all
other minor roads (or for local distributor roads (see 5.3)).
The choice between 5 m or 6 m mounting height may be
made according to traffic requirements and local circum-
stances and preferences.

5. General guidance

As a general guide to the selection of a standard of lighting
for a particular type of subsidiary road, the points in 5.1
to 5.5 should be observed.

5.1 Primary distributor roads (see 3.1). Usually lighted to
Group A standard in accordance with Part 2 of this code.
5.2 District distributor roads {see 3.2). Considerations of

traffic volume and road width usually determine whether
the lighting should be to Group A or Group B8 standard.

5.3 Local distributor roads (see 3.3). These should be
lighted to Group B8 standard. However, in exceptional
circumstances local conditions may permit a Group B5/6
standard to be used.

5.4 Access roads {includes residential and other minor
roads (see 3.4)). These should be lighted to Group B5/6
standard.

5.5 Footways (see 3.5). These are normally lighted by
spill light from the road lighting system.

6. Factors that influence design

For general recommendations see Part 1 of this code.
6.1 Group A lighting adequately meets the needs of all
road users but would be inappropriate and unnecessarily

expensive if generally applied to the very large mileage
of minor roads.

6.2 Group B lighting should meet the amenity require-
ments of the community by being suitably designed to
make the roads safer for drivers and pedestrians, to help
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